
Opposition to UN's Declaration on Human Rights of 
Indigenous People is shameful says AFN Natio~al Chief 
CNWTelbec 
OTTAWA 
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the United L......:.-------=---~---.;;...------------------, States, Australia and New 

Zealand in insisting that ref
erences to Indigenous rights 
and the United Nations Dec
laration on the Rights of In
digenous· Peoples be struck 
from the text. 

"Canada's position at the 
United Nation's Conference 
on Climate Change is the 
latest in a series of hostile 
decisions against Indigenous 
rights which continue to af
fect Canada's international 
reputation as a defender and 
promoter of human righ_ts," 
said AFN National , Chief 
Phil Fontaine. 

The National Chief added 
that the refusal of the Cana

. dian government to sign the 
United Nations' Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples despite a motion 
passed in the House of 
Commons on April 8, 2008, 
which called on Parliament 
to implement and adopt the 
principles in the Declaration 
offends Canadian law. 

''Moreover the rights of 

our children are also com
promised in this country. 
The federal government has 
refused to address discrimi
nation against First Nations 
children in the Child Welfare 
system and education. First 
Nations Child and Family 
Seoices agencies receive, 
~n average, 22% less fund
ing thkn provincial agencies, 
a point the Auditor General 
remarked upon in her May 
2008 report," said ~ational 
Chief Phil Fontaine. 

. The Auditor General criti
cized the program indicat
ing that shortfalls in funding 
mean the federal govern
ment is not providing First 
Nations Child and Fam
ily Services agencies with 
adequate funding require
ments to meet the number 
or the needs of childre;n in 
state care. 

In October, the Canadi
an Human Rights Commis
sion decided to put the case 
before the Canada Human 
Rights Tribunal. However, 
the federal government re
cently filed for a judicial re
view on technical issues that 
will delay the hearing and 
stall justice for thousands of 
First Nations children who 
are living under state care. 

"This is a complete con
tradiction of the Govern
ment's position, who in the 
last Parliamentary session 
insisted that the Canadian 
Human Rights Act apply 
to First Nations citizens on 
reserve. However, this in
consistent standard of hu
man rights promotion and 
protection by the Canadian 
Government for First Na-

tioris children violates the 
principles of equality, fair
ness and universality of hu
man rights. The rights of 
our children or any children 
should, not be suspended on 
technicalities," the. National 
Chief remarked. 

Similar to the Child Wel- . 
fare issue, other core pro
grams for First Nations 
children, such as education, 
have been capped at 2% a 
year, which does not keep 
pace with inflation or the 
growing First Nations pop
ulation. 

"The deepening gap iri 
the quality of life and well
being for First 

Nations compared to Ca
nadians continues to widen 
and this is not acceptable for 
any person or child, includ
ing First Nations," Fontaine 
noted. 

Currently, First Nations 
students receive $2,000 less 
per child annually 

for educational support 
than students in provincial 
schools. In 2007, INAC 

identified a need for 69 
new schools while another 
95 schools needed major 
repairs. Approximately 40 
First Nations communities 
do not have schools at all. · 
INACs current plan address
es only 27 of those sites, but 
the funding is on hold. 

"On this day_ which cel
ebrates human rights, I call 
on the Government of 

Canada to do the right 
thing and uphold and pro
mote the human rights of 

Indigenous people and the 
human rights of our chil
dren." 


