
Six Nations should have its own area and postal code 

By Gary Farmer 

For years I thought, why 
do we have two postals 
codes - well, more like 
5 postal codes - and 
two area codes and about 
twe~ty different phone ex
changes like 445, 759, 752 
etc. Why can't Six Nations 

. have one area code and 
one postal code? 

Our community would 
benefit in so many ways 
if we had one code for 
all. The idea came to me 
when I tried finding the 
telephone number for 
Chiefswood Park and 
called 411. 

·chiefswood Parle in 
Ohsweken·, I asked - and 
it's a no go. 

·chiefswood Gas? Uhh, 
no. •1ry Middleport.· No. 
·How about Caledonia?· 
No. ·Maybe Brantford?· 
Yes, hold for the number. 

So here I am, two miles 
from Chiefswood Park, 
and have to guess what 
city our own park is listed 
under. I found it frustrat
ing and not right. 

It seemed just another 
way to keep us apart. To 
me it is justifiable racism. 
'Keep those Indians guess
ing.' 

Seems a good reconcili
ation effort, if you ask me. 

So I set out on an inves
tigation by looking up Al
exander Graham Bell who 
incidentally lived down 
the river from us Six Na
tions and who is the sub
ject for a play I'm working 
on this summer. 

The play is about his 
relationship with William 
"Smoke" Johnson who 
apparently had the first 
words said on a telephone 
line in Mohawk language. 

The story is focused on 
their friendship and ex
periments with the tele
phone. The production 
will feature members of 
the Six Nations and Brant
ford arts communities at 
the Bell Homestead which 
is still up on Tutela Heights 
in Brantford, Ontario 
along the Grand River. 

Tutelos are a tribe re
lated to Six Nations-from 
my understanding if not 
for the Revolutionary War, 
we would have been 9 Na
tions, not Six. The Confed
eracy was growing with 
the Tuscaroras joining in 
1712. The Delawares, Tu
telos and the Wyandottes 
where in the process of 
joining the Confederacy 
around 1775 but for some 
reason that was dimin
ished by the attention of 
the warring Colonists. 

Funny thing - as I am 
typing this all our Indian 
tribes and nations above 
are also all apparently 
misspelled cause they are 
not in the English dictio
nary. It's liJ(e we still don't 
exist in the minds of Cana
dians. Case in point, I had a 
friend today on Facebook 
mention "Happy First Na
tions Day• and he had not 
one comment or even a 
like. 

After some frustration 
in reaching anyone in the 
postal service to discuss 
my apparent bad idea with 
the proper officials I de
cided 'Well, this is a fed
eral operation.' I found my 
person on Canada Post's 
website. 

I need to talk with Jo
Anne Polak, Vice-Presi
dent of Communications 
and Public Affairs with 
Canada Post, but no con
tact email, no phone, no 
nothing. How do you get to 

signs approaching their 
reserve, which says Mo
hawk Territory of 'fyendi
naga. Could you explore as 
to how we might~ able to 
do that and have it apply to 
the whole reserve?" 

wish AG Bell's friendship 
with Smoke paid off bet
ter. Bell made 8.5 billion 
in profit providing service 
to everyone last year. We 
would not being worrying 
about the next lousy lndi-

I I Our long and i~portant 
history needs recognition· far . 
all our contributions in the 
making of this country 

She's right. Approaching 
the Six Nations commu
nity you see not one sign 
anywhere except coming 
from Willow Grove down 
4th line were we have our 
own sign. But no demarca
tion of our community on 
any road sign around the 
whole community. 

Some of us think, that's 
good. The less they know 
the better. Certainly a 
challenge for anyone look
ing for us from far away. I 
know we were not even on 
maps till recently. 

I ran out of patience try
. ing to reach Canada Post. 

I had some luck with 
the phone company and 
their corporate history. I 

an Affairs budget or what
ever they call it now. Even 
1% of8.5 billion would be 
all we'd need to effectively 
operate our community. 

Could you see the pe
tition? "I hereby move; 
that we issue a resolution 
to Bell Canada from we 
the people of Six Nations 
would like to ask for 1% 
ofBell Canada profits each 
year since 1849 for our 
contribution to the discov
ery of the telephone" -
and all 22,000 members 
of our community would 
sign it. 

Seriously, I had better 
luck talking with corpo
rate operations than pub
lic operations. Turns out 

the public operations are 
not that public and corpo- . 
rate's got time to talk all 
day long! 

I reached a man, of 
course no one gives their 
last name or any meth
od of ever reaching them 
again by any means. So 
"Nolan• is my guy and he's 
not 3our usual guy. He's 
level 2 management. He 
tells qie, ·it's going to be 
really difficult to launch 
a new ,..-ea code•. You see 
905 and 519 -are routed 
differently. Different cen
tral offices. 

"Nolan" did not really 
know where I was talking 
about so I had to work 
hard to help him under
stand our community 
boundaries. 

"We are between Cale
donia, Hagersville, Scot
land and Brantford .. " 

Then he realized, "Oh 
you have a river separat
ing the community" he 
said. "Well that's why, we'd 
have to run a line across 
the river." 

Later at Erlind's Chi
nese Restaurant I run into 
a linesman. A telephone 
linesman and asked him 
why? 

He said, no matter the 
river anymore it's all sat
ellites now and the river 
don~t matter. Hence, the 
cell phone culture is upon 
us now. Everyone is con
nected; you get your email, 
your . messenger, your 

phone and your camera all 
in one. Very few even have 
house phones anymore. 
It's the all new 226 is the 
rage. The chances of ever 
having a unified telephone 
system for our community 
is near impossible. 

Not to mention the 
travesty of calling our po
lice or fire departments. 
At one time you'd call for 
help. They'd ask 'where 
are you?' You'd say 'Bea
ver's Corner' and they'd 
know. Now, the police line 
goes to London. You say 
'Martin's Comer' and they 
haven't a clue. 

The lesson learned is al
ways ask the worker bee if 
you want answers, not the 
corporation. The corpo
ration is there to protect 
their privacy at all costs. 
Like in parliament; the fil
ibuster. Just words to pro
tect the status quo. 

Every generation has to 
fight for the rights of the 
people. We must continue 
to ask the hard questions 
and worlc hard for the an
swers we want to hear. 
It's in our power to make 
the change we want to 
see happen for our people. 
We are the people of the 
Grand River and our long 
and important history 
needs recognition for all 
our contributions in the 
making of this country. It's 
time. We are on reconcilia
tion time. 

talk with Jo-Anne Polak? r----~---------~---------------------------
So I took the matter 

to the federal member of 
Parliament for Brant, Phil 
McColeman. I write Phil 
a nice letter and sent a 
copy to Six Nations Elect
ed Chief Ava Hill basically 
outlining my interest and 
frustration with being 
unable to discuss my con
cerns with someone in 
power in the whole Cana
da Post operation. 

MP Phil's assistant 
called me back and asked 
if I had extinguished all 
avenues online and over 
the phone to talk with con
sumer interests. Which 
was basically 'calrthe info 
line'. 

Chief Hill sent me back 
an interesting response. 
"We should explore hav
ing our postal address 
changed to Six Nations of 
the Grand River, Ontario. 
I know that the Mohawks 
of the Bay ·of Quinte have 


