
·-----ti~n water good and bad 
SIX NA: NldoDI bu wry about and I •can only 10 that Health Canada has been 
bad b ~ ol i,n,bkw 'IIJbaa b,r wbat he tells us,• says working on the health implica
lt comes 11D b WIiia' IIIPPlf and WllliamL tions of aluminmn for two ycan 
with the recent IIIOdadon el However, accordin1 to Dr. and now that their study is 
aluminum and Abheima's dis- Barry 1'llomu, a tmicolo&ist at almolt completed they arc pro
case and the publication of Health Canada, developments cccding towards proPosing 
abnormally high levels of alu- llffC Jed Health Canada to tilt guidelines for aluminum con
minum in Six Nations' water, a bcllcf that ~ may be a risk tent lcw:ls in drinking water. 

levels of aluminum in Six 
Nations' water (1994 readings 
reached a maximum of 1100 
pans per billion (ppb) at the 
Ohswckcn plant], Thomas con
firmed that Six Nations' levels 
were high and added that the 

.. .. Qm#nued on page 2 neighbouring newspaper has poacd by ,vn1num to the point Wbcn asked about the high once apin sounded the alarm. r"""'"" __ ....;_ _____ __;;_ ___________ ~--=------------------' 
The q-.cltion, though, is there 
cause for alarm? 

Six Nations Band Council Chief 
Steve Williams says he •can't 
undcntand· how a doctor can 
be quoted saying that there is a 
bealth risk posed by high kvcls 
of aluminum in .drinking water 
wbal there's no set standards 
uacl considered the aniclc in 
q1ICldola to be •out of line• for 
the ,cponcr did not check with 

Council for information 
with it. 

Jobbs, a Ministry of the 
1:•1111•me1at personnel who 

cd on Six Nations' 
-.r..,.miously for NDMA, 

..... nothing to 



Good and -bad water· 
... Continued from front ~e . 
levels at Six Nations varied 
tremendously while, in other 
communities, he found that lev
els stayed relatively consistent. 

The level of aluminum in 
drinking water can be traced to 
two causes: the level found in 
raw, untreated water; and the 
·use of alum (hydrated aluminum 
sulphate which is used in pro
cessing raw water); 

to monitor more thoroughly, 
diligence is needed to keep con
trol in small plants, plants like 
Ohsweken's where the trell,1-
ment of the water is conducted 
primarily J>y the water plant 
assistant, Kevin Doolittle, as 
well as others, all of whom have 
water treatment certificates. 

Macdonnell agrees that the 

minum levels is a correctable 
one, giving the options of mak
ing sure people are competent 
enough to handle the water 
treatment using alum or .switch
ing to automation. 

Williams believes that the situ
ation "can be corrected quite 
easily" by telling those · at the 
water plant to check and moni-

tor levels better and 
but, according to 
Thomas, the first 
option is "unlikely." 

Thomas says he has 
"never seen such 
variation" as that of 
the aluminum levels 
in Six . Nations, a 
variance which, to 
him, sug·gests that 
there are "some 
problems with the 
treatment plant." 

The variance is 
aptly illustrated by 
the maximum alu-

Whtie largerplants have the man
power and the machinery to moni

tor more thoroughly, diligence ts · 
needed to keep control tn small 

plants, plants like Ohsweken 's where 
the treatment of the water ts con

ducted primarily 1JJ.1 the water plant 
assistant, Kevin Doolittle, as well as 

others, all of whom have water 
treatment certificates. 

requesting the Min
istry of the Environ
ment to sent all 
reports n:garding the 
water at Six Nations 
and not just those 
concerning NOMA. 
. We will be checking 
into the findings and 
if taking the step 
towards automation . 
is needed to correct 
the situation then we 
will take that step, 
expressed Chief 
Williams adding that 

minum levels found in Six 
Nations' water from 1991-1994, 
190 ppb was the maximum 
recorded for '91/92. 1993's 
result skyrocketed to 4360 
micrograms per liter of water (a 
measurement comparable to 
ppb, give or take a bit) and, in 
1994, maximum levels dropped 
to 1100 ppb. 

A variability of readings are 
found particularly in small treat
ment plants, says Larry Macdon
nell, the Ministry of the Environ
ment' s Area Supervisor for the 
Cambridge District. 

high levels of aluminum come 
primarily from added aluminum. 
If the operator puts too much 
aluminum (alum) into the water 
during processing, it leaves a 
residue after the particle settle
ment is filtered off, he says. 

Although this Ministry official 
did not-warit to attribute the 
high aluminum readings from 
Ohsweken to negligence, he did 
state that what is n:quircd to fix 
the situation is knowledgeable 
operators, supervision and dili
gence to keep the aluminum 
level in drinking water right. 

his only concern is not getting 
everybody up tight again about 
using the water. 

The step towards automation 
may be coming quicker than 
expected. 

According to Six Nations Pub
lic Works Director, Lynda Ense, 
Public Works has been working 
towards getting a computerized 
water treatment system, with 
automatic self-adjusting feeders 
sensitive to the particle level in 
the raw water, to monitor all 
measurable levels; an acquisi
tion tentatively scheduled for 
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