
The. 14 Nation Circle Fund faces time of transition 

Debrtl s,,,,_, Kin, HIil, Joe Uscio <l!_on, lbe ministry of Plnllna), Ginger Wblte & Ct,mf),n Kln/l 
dbt:ua Wlrl0tu c:mnmunu:, loan financing models flurln& lbe an""'11 ,,,.tin& of lbe 14 Nation 
Clrr:Mfuntlon~. 

OHSWEKEN - As the 14 Nadon 
Circle Fund addresses this, a 
time of transition, the need to 
ICClft OII-IC)ing adminiltradoDll 
lllppoft . aild ldclldfy and Imple-

ment optlqm throusll which 
c,riMi"I burlen to thdr scmce 
may be mlnfmizcd became tbc 
topics of conversation durina 
their annual mc:cdDI llcJd April 
29th. 

The Pounccn Nadoa CircJc 
Fund 

IICIS typical of a>ttaBC industry. the reputation of the Circle 
Over $4,900 wonh of previous Fund being grass roots and sq,a­

loanl have already 9CCll a 100% me, and the thDc and spcdaUty 
rcpaj'mcnt ntc for all ilm>lved nccdcd to look after the fund, 
drclcl and mm fft>m tile Qdc led to the decision to attain a 
Pund 1,1DC>uatin1 ewer $6,600 trainee to handle the fund 
arc pracndy drculldaa within rather than C~undli a mcwe 
the two CDIIIIDunidcl. which bad Council's support. 
With tbe rnuubcr of Jou app1i- However, the Circle Fund ls 

cations and Iormina circles facln1 the termination of 
lncrculna, and In u much an . White's one. yar delhay aall­
incrca1e In paperwork 

don IOin& so that "the tninla& 
Invested in this individual ls 
continued,• swcd Hill. . 

Durln1 the meeting, board 
mcmbcn, In an attempt to find 
solutions to what has been pcr­
ceiYcd as banicn to community 
memben accessing their ser­
vices, were askihg themselves 
and each other how they could 
do things diffcrcntly. 

To make the process of estab­
lishing a circle (a group of 4-7 
PJ:ople who arc la business or 
thinking of initiating a business 
and arc interested la accessing 
small scale loans) Hill proposed 
that the Circle Fund Board 
approach potential circles 
instead of the current practice 
of having circles, when ready, 
approach the board. 

Other barriers which may 
stand la the way of community 
people approaching the Circle 
Fund were noted as the demand 
for written monthly repons on 
the progress of the buslacss and 
tbc formalization of the business 
structure, somctbin1 which Hill 
said •may be a lot to ask of some 
who do tblnp as a bobby.• . 

RcaUzt111 that tbil is a question 
of tnlltt of 'Isn't my WOid aood 
enoup?', Hill cited the impor­
tance of written material as ~ 
vlding blckaround OD the 1>111.-

to 90 on its own. 
Another community need, as 

identified by Board Member 
Carolyn Kin& is that of straight 
out loaftl cxplainin1 that the 
Circle Fund proridcl small bu& 
ncss loans, which arc a stepping 
stone to higher loans, but 
tbcrc's a need for personal loans 
at that lcvcl as ~-

Elections for the Circle Fund 
were held but as those attend­
ing were already Board 
Members, all positions were 
acclaimed. 

The meeting ended with the 
presentation of .Joe Liscio, 
Senior Policy Analyst for Co­
opcratlvc Development SclViccs 
with the .Ministry of Finance. 

Liscio was asked to be a~ the 
meeting to explain what co-ops 
arc, something Hill says some 
community people have 
expressed interest la and seek 
information about. 

After a lcagthy explanation of 
various community loan funds 
which can be set up through 
the province, with 90Vcrnmcn­
t'1 100" guarantee of money 
prindpb imatcd. JJsdo IOt to 
the illuc at band explaining that 
a c:oopcndvc ii an agrccmcnt 
between buliacucl bucd on a 
democratic and cqualily hued 
vodna S}'ltcJD tbc bcnc of 

lbllt-up 
on Six Nations and New Credit 
with the goal to provide local 
micro-entrepreneurs or local 
business owners with loans to 
bdp them actualize their Ideas. 

e. a accountant, 
promodonal and fund rai1ln1 .----------......;_ _____________ pmdming ____ lnsurance ___ .. _.)_. __ _ 
inltia6vcs, administration. This 
position wu · filled by Ginger 
WbJtc who took OD the title of 
loam/Fund Raisq Officer. 

Those partaJdoa la Individual 
circles do so either to borrow 
money • a IWt-up for a IDllll 
bnlinas or to proridc a llfcty 
net for aln:ady Clhllblilbcd bu& 

Previously, the Circle Fund 
was administered from Six 
Nations Band Council, but, as 
related by Circle Pund Board 
Member and Community 
Puturcl Co-ordinator JCim Hill, 


