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Indians 

Anishinabek leaders and citizens 
demonstrated at the constituency office 
of Federal Finance Minister Jim Flaherty 
April 30th to voice concerns about the 
proposed Harmonized Sales Tax. The 
new federal · tax system is now begin
ning to be implemented across OQtario 
despite time-lines mmmittfd to by gov-

ernment to have HST m· ---· effective d July t 20 0. 
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support from· people passing by honking 
their horns and the Metis Federation 
came out in support. 

'·'Flaherty doesn't want to hear about 
the· study by the Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives which says First 
Nations citizens are the only popula
tion in Ontario which would bear the 
full impact of the proposed HST," says 
Chief Marsden. 
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~ .reftlaes to meet wi1h -.a IDd a· i·c:e11Ca:ned"abcJut ai,Jm11St. 
continues to ignore us. I stuck my let- have OD Casinic>'Rama feY~ 
fa' on a door and w~ plutered protest '"Tho Ontario Lottery and Gaming 
Signs all over the building." Corporation - a provincial government 

Leaidlen in attendance represented agency - tells us the HST · will redqce 
the Anisbinabek Nation from the South Casino Rama's net revenues by $13 mil
East, South West; Superior to the Lake lion in its first year," said Chief Plain. 
Huron Region. "That's an average $100,000 less that 

Lake Huron Regional Chief Isadore each First Nation in this province will 
Day says that another major unpact have to buy computers for students, or 
that is of primary interest to the federal build cultural and recreational facilities 
government is forcing its jurisdiction for their community members," says 
on our Citizens who hold sovereignty Chief Plain. 
and inherent rights that have never been Chief Day says that citizens off
relinquished - the treaties are living reserve will be clearly impacted and 
proof. discriminated against by this policy. 

"What's troubling about this HST He says "our Anishinabek youth, 
policy is that it will continue to mar- Elders, single moms, and those on fixed 
ginalize and impact the poorest of the incomes are tied to a double jeopardy of 
poor - Fint Nations· in Ontario," says poverty when they are forced to live off 
Chief Day. reserve due to education, lack of hous-

Southeast Regional Chief J. R. ing or when they seek a better quality of 
Marsden says that the demonstration got life off-reserve." · 

Leadership suspects that ·the costs to 
maintaining the point-of-sale for off
reserve purchases is not so mucli a valu
able money-grab to government, as it's 
more of an erosion and assault on First 
Nation Sovereignty. ' 

"Our Young People are coming out 
and voicing their anger and are clearly 
aware of the financial bottom line, as 
well, they know their rights and are 
saying that treaties must be boDOJm," 
concludes Day. 
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Nations across Ontario are clearly n 
being heard by the federal govemme 
regarding its role on. HST in the pro 
ince of Ontario. 

The Anishinabek Nation establish 
the Union of Ontario Indians as its s 
retariat in 1949. The UOI is a politi 
advocate for 40 member c:ommuni 
across Ontario, representing appro 
mately 55,000 people. The Union 
Ontario Indians is the oldest politi , 
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