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BRANTFORD, ONT-A fam
ily court judge heard last 
week that a New Credit girl 
who refused chemo has re
lapsed, according to a Mc
Master Hospital doctor 
testifying in the case of a Six 
Nations girl who has re
fused chemotherapy treat
ment. 
Makayla Sault, 12, of New 

Credit was diagnosed with 
acute lymphoblastic 
·1eukemia. 
She underwent I I weeks of 
chemotherapy, before she 
and her family decided to 
pursue traditional medicine 
in May. 
McMaster Children's Hospi
tal's Dr.Vicky Breakey did 
not name the child but it 
was clear to the court she 
was discussing Makayla 
Sault. 

Dr. Breakey said Makayla 
left treatments, but the 
hospital is monitoring her 
health. 
The Brant Children's Aid 

Society (CAS) investigated 
Makayla's case but decided 
not to intervene. 
Breakey, a pediatric oncolo

gist, was testifing in the 
case of a Six Nations girl 
who has also stopped 
chemo treatments to pur
sue indigenous and alterna
tive medicine. 
A publication ban on her 
identity is in place. 
Breakey testified in the Six 

Nations case, the girl would 
have had a 90 to 95 per cent 
chance of survival if she had 
continued with chemother
apy. Breakey said those 
odds would diminish the 
longer she is without 
chemotherapy. She said if 
she does not return to 
chemotherapy, she wilt die. 
Court was told McMaster 

doctors were informed by 
the girl's mother they had 
decided to stop the chemo 
after I O days of treatment. 
That same day, the hospital 
referred the case to chil
dren's aid. 
Brant CAS investigated but 

did not intervene. 

As a result the hospital 
launched court action tak
ing the CAS to court in an 
attempt to force the CAS to 
seize the child. The child ' s 
parents and the Six Nations 
Band Council have all been 
named in the action. 
Brant CAS director Andrew 

Koster testified he did in
vestigate and found no need 
to intervene in the Six Na
tions girl's case. 
Instead, he told the court 

the case belonged at the 
provincial Consent and Ca
pacity Board, which has the 
authority to determine if -
the girl had the capacity to 
make her own decisions 
about her care. 
The girl has been receiving 
treatment at the Hip
pocrates Health Institute, a 
holistic alternative centre in 
Florida for the past two 
weeks. She and her parents 
are not participating in the 
court proceeding. 
Makayla also sought treat
ment there over the sum
mer. 
Makayla's family did not re
turn Turtle Island News 
calls but posted a video on 
Facebook on Saturday in 
which Makayla says, "I just 
want to let everyone know 
that I'm alive and well and 
that I am healed." 
An affidavit from Makayla' s 
parents is expected to be 
submitted to the court this 
week. 
A number of expert wit

nesses have argued during 
the current hearing that tra
ditional medicine has as 
much merit when it comes 
to fighting a deadly life
threatening disease like can
cer. 
This past summer, the I I -

year-old was diagnosed 
with Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia (ALL, the most 
common form of childhood 
leukemia), which doctors 
say results in I 00 per cent 
death without chemo. 
The Six Nations girl and her 
mother left for Florida one 
day before learning the hos
pital had s.ought a court 
order to command the CAS 

to apprehend the girl. 
A precedent-setting court 
case has since been playing 
out in Brantford in the 
mother and daughter 's ab
sence, with witnesses argu
ing both for and against the 
girl and her family's right to 
choose her own treatment. 
Six Nations community 
members have expressed 
outrage over the hospital's 
actions. 
Among witnesses who've 

been called to testify in the 
last two weeks are : 
-Kim Miller, the Six Na
tions band representative 
with the Brant CAS 
-Dr. Stacey Marjerrison, a 
pediatric oncologist at Mc
Master Children's Hospital 
-Dr. Karen Hill, a Six Na
tions physician who works 
in conjunction with tradi
tional healers 
-Dr. Dawn Martin-Hill, a 
cultural anthropologist and 
director of McMaster Uni
versity's Indigenous Studies 
program 
The unusual case is the first 
of its kind in Canada and 
wilt set a precedent when it 
comes to First Nations peo
ple choosing indigenous 
medicine over Western 
medicine, says lawyer 
Katherine Hensel. 
Hensel is a lawyer repre
senting Makayla Sault. 
The CAS did not intervene 
in the Sault case and the 
hospital did not pursue 
court action in that case. 
The hospital has yet to an
swer why it decided to pur
sue court action in this 
case. 
Here is the testimony of the 
key players involved in the 
case. 
Dr. Stacey Marjerrison: 
Dr. Marjerrison testified the 
Six Nations girl is a "young" 
I I -year-old who didn't un
derstand the scope of her 
diagnosis, based on conver
sations Marjerrison had 
with her while she was still 
being treated at McMaster. 
Marjerrison conducted a 
study into childhood can
cer in Canada that sug
gested aboriginal children's 

differences in biology may 
have played a role in higher 
death rates among aborigi
nal children fighting cancer 
as opposed to non-aborigi
nal children fighting cancer. 
The study took note of an
other U.S. study on Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukemia 
that found, "Patients who 
had the 'ARID5B' genetic 
marker linked to native her
itage did worse than non
natives when receiving 
lower-intensity chemother
apy." 
She said the family elected 
to participate in a research 
trial on cancer. The doctor 
said the mom was inter
ested in learning about 
naturopathic treatments. "I 
explained none of these are 
known to be effective," she 
said. 
She said she explained to 
the young girl what was 
happening to her and that 
they would have to give her 
medicine that might make 
her sick. The doctor said the 
girl was "not aware of all 
the risks and benefits of" 
chemotherapy. She began 
receiving chemotherapy 
Aug. 15. 
She began experiencing side 
effects like headaches, 
stomach aches, constipa
tion, tiredness, nausea and 
feeling worn out. She was 
given additional pain med
ication - morphine - to help 
tolerate the side effects of 
chemo. 
Two weeks into the treat
ment, the girl's mom told 
another physician, Dr. Vicky 
Breakey, that her daughter 
didn't want to take chemo 
any longer. They spoke 
about discontinuation on 
Aug. 28. 
Doctors told the family, 
"ALL is universally fatal." Dr. 
Marjerrison said the hospi
tal offered to open a space 
allowing for traditional 
medicine in conjunction 
with chemo. When the 
family declined, court was 
told, the family was notified 
CAS would be called in. 
"Mom was aware and re
spectful that CAS had to get 

involved," said Dr. Marjerri
son. "She (mom) is con
vinced (her daughter) can 
have a cure without 
chemotherapy." 
Kim Miller, Six Nations 
band rep. Brant CAS 
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Miller met with the girl and 

Dr. Marjerrison 

her family and said the 
mother was concerned 
about the implications of 
the research study on the 
girl's health. Miller said the 
little girl could not read or 
write in English. 
However, she said, "I am 
aware (the mom) talks to 
her children in Mohawk. 
(She) has a big role in the 
community and her family 
is well-known. I didn't have 
a problem communicating 
with (the girl)." 
Miller said she and a native 
CAS worker met with the 
girl. Miller testified the two 
of them said the girl under
stood what cancer was and 
what was happening to her. 
"Her understanding of can
cer was that it will make her 
die," Milter said. 

"She became emotional 
and thought what it would 
be like for her family if she 
passed away, which tells me 
she knows what she's talk
ing about when it comes to 
cancer. I consoled her. She 
started to calm down more 

when I started talking about 
going to Florida," she said. 
Miller said she and another 
CAS worker asked her to de
scribe the pain she felt on 
chemotherapy on a scale of 
I to I 0. One meant noth
ing; IO meant the most ex
treme pain imaginable. The 
girl said the pain was a level 
10. 
Miller said she was support
ive of the mother's decision 
to use traditional medicine. 
"Those above me, upper 
management, are fully sup
portive, as well ." 
Miller said she's had family 
members with cancer 
who've been treated with 
traditional medicine who 
are stilt alive with the ex
ception of her mother, who 
was in an advanced stage of 
cancer. 
Miller told the court West

ern medicine has a need for 
numbers and statistics and 
that traditional indigenous 
knowledge won't be found 
in a book or study. The 
knowledge is passed down 
to healers via oral teachings. 
It is protected because of 
"greed," Miller said. She 
said if the knowledge were 
to get in the hands of West
ern doctors, "there won't be 
any medicines left." 
Milter said the girl "In my 

opinion, (she) is a typical 
I I -year-old Onkwehonwe 
girl." 
Milter said deferring to her 

mother for decisions didn't 
surprise her. 
"That doesn't surprise me" 
because the girl hasn't had 
much exposure to people 
outside of Six Nations. It's 
like a cultural shock," she 
said for Six Nations kids 
who are suddenly exposed 
to life off-reserve. "They 
would experience fear and 
mistrust." 
Milter said Six Nations chil
dren are respectful of their 
parents and look to them 
with "a lot of trust." 
She also said the girl's ma
turity level is that of a child 
who would understand 
what cancer is. 
(Continued on page 19) 


