
Bill C-1 O passes second reading, Senate sends to committee 
By Donna Durie 
\\,titer 
8111 C-10-theTaclcllngCon­
traband T~4'ct - has 
passed secoricl racRpg in 
the Senate. 
And despite fears the biH 
was aoinl te 91:SJ third 
lllidinc and becometawt.. 
fore the Senate llt,dts for 
the summer recess this Fri­
day. Six Nations Elected 
Chief Ava HHI says she does 
not · eve it will pass be-
fore them. . 
.. , anticipate the hearings to 
be held in the fall," she said. 
The Senate passed the bill 
ewer to its lqal and Consti­
tutional· Affairs C011nnittee 
for review on June 18, but 
no hearing dates have been 
set. 
"Once the hearing date is 
scheduled we will prepare 
our presentation and decide 
on our delegation," said Hill. 
Senator Jane Cordy (Inde­
pendent) said last Wednes­
day she believes HIii should 
appear before the commit­
tee as a witness to speak 
about her concerns with the 
bill. 
·1 had the opportunity to 
--"1111· tD Six Nations Chief 
Ava Hill last weel and she 
e.fl used the same frustra­
tion of not being c:ansultect 
by the federal government,• 
said Conly. --she fears that 

c-,o~s criminalization of 
the tobacco trade will hurt 
business on reserve." 
<:only said Senators should 
hear Hilfs concems befole 
the bill passes. 
•(Elected Chief Hill) '- l&­

fiy itae pernment · 
fflllt,er and stated that 

itis ations llatY 
right to ,eaulate their own 
t-CCQ. -~.11!,..•~ll!ru. and' not 

'-"'11'-Al!dlr.lt&Oftffl,: 
ment. • Coriry tqld the Sen.. 
ate. ., encourage the 
COR1111ittee that wilt sttidy 
Bill C-1 O to include the Six 
Nations Chief Ava Hill as a 
witness at the hearings 
when this bill is studied in 
committee. She can explain 
the effect the bill will have 
on her community a1ld ttie 
jobs-that may be lost on the 
resetve." 
Cordy said HiJI also told. her 
there are fears that Bill C-10 
Will open the doar to on-re-

serve taxat• that- Bill C­
l O will .allow OA•IUelW" 
confiscalion of pn,perty. and 
that 8HI C-1 o will "criminal­
ize First Nations business 
people." 
Cord), said. ., believe these 
COMems. should be ad­
dressed bebe the bill 
passes. It Is our resi,onsn,a.. 
ity as senators to fflSIJIW 
that there are no unin-

tended consequences that 
would harnrpd business 
owners and their ~mploy­
ecs." 
Conservative Senator Ver­
nen White told the Senate 

at ·contraband" ~ 
:contrib.utes e9p11ized 
aime. 
"'The anlawful-p,ocluction. 

tribution and sale of cic­
arettes in Canada have 

reached significant levels in 
recent years, creating chal­
lenges for public health of­
ficials. law enforcement, tax 
authorities, policy-makers 
and the public;," said 
White. "Contraband to­
bacco -is a threat to the 
public safety of Canadians, 
our communities and our 
economy. It fuels the 
growth of organized crimi~ 

nal networks, contributing 
to the increased availability 
of illegal drugs and guns in 
our communities. 
Kris Green, of the Hau­
denosaunee Trade Collec­
tive. said the "HTC would 
have ·preferred for Bill C- t O 
to be amended or rejected 
by the Senate, but we are 
pleased that it was sent to 
the Constitution and Legal 

Committee." 
She said the " HTC will 

continue its work in oppos­
ing Bill C-10 and wants an 
opportunity to present at 
the committee. Wt need to 
educate the government on 
the importance of tobacco 
and neptiw impacted that 
C-1 O will have an our com­
munity." 


