
100,000 year old stone tools found in Haldimand 
By Ilse Kraemer and Jim 

Windle 

BRANTFORD - In 1983, 
the Anthropological Jour
nal of Canada, published 
a book dedicated to the 
memory of the father of 
archaeology and anthro
pology in Canada, Thomas 
E. Lee, who made discov
eries on Manitoulin Island 
a number of years ago 
which threatened the ac
cepted scientific version 
of history. 

Even today, main
stream science teaches 
that the North American 
Indian came to this side 
of the world by way of a 
land bridge across the 
Bering Strait from Asia as 
the first people in North, 
South, and Central Amer
ica sometime around 
12,500 years ago. 

But htdigenous Ameri
can cultures have ancient 
oral histories that great
ly differ from the land 
bridge theory. Some new
ly discovered artifacts 
have also refuted it. 

Today, some are now 
considering that although 
the land bridge may have 
enabled some human 
transcontinental travel, 
it may not have been the 
only route traveled, or 
the only explanation of 
how the American Indi
an came to be living for 
countless generations, 
separate from the then 
known world. 

The land bridge was not 
a one-way street either. In 
fact there are some indig
enous Asians who speak 
of a migration of people 

· going the other way, from 
North America to Russia 
and then into Asia. 

But still, the scientif
ic community at large is 
very slow at accepting 
anything that would cast 
a shadow on the Ber
ing Strait theory, as Dr. 
Thomas E. Lee, and Ilse 
Kraemer did in the 1980s. 

Lee's glowing repu-
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Ilse Kraemer discovered stone tools coloured red by what is known 
as Desert Varnish. This phenomenon occurs very slowly and only un· 
der certain circumstances and according to the depth of the patina 
into the stone. The artifacts have been estimated by European Uni
versity scientists to be more than 100,000 years old, long before the 
supposed Bering Strait Land Bridge. Here in North America science 
has rejected that notion because it does not correspond with the ac
cepted scientific norm. The lighter coloured edges show where sam
ples have been chipped off for scientific study. PHOTO BY JIM WINDLE 

tation was irreparably 
tarnished by much of the 
North American scientific 
world when he discovered 
quartzite scrapers and 
hand axes on Manitoulin 
Island that predated the 
last ice age when the land 
bridge was said to have 
been created by tectonic 
shift and ·changing ocean 
levels. 

But among those who 
believed in Lee's assess
ment of the Manitoulin 
find, was Ilse Kraemer, 
who, as reported in last 
week's 1\vo Row Times, 
discovered extreme
ly ancient stone tools 
near Hagersville Ont. at 
around the same time as 
Lee was working on Mani
toulin. Her finds and Lee's 
work told the same story. 
There were people living, 
hunting and reproducing 
offspring here in Ontario 
long before the generally 
accepted 1'2,500 year-old 
date attributed to the last 
ice age. 

She contacted Lee and 
the two discussed their 
finds and became friends, 
especially after the back
lash that came from North 
American scholars, an
thropologists and archae-

ologists. Kraemer eventu
ally went to the site and 
worked for a time with 
Lee on what is known as 
the Sheguiandah site on 
Manitoulin Island. 

Upon the death of Lee 
in the early't980s, the An
thropological Journal of 
Canada asked Kraemer to 
write about the Sheguian
dah site and her own finds 
for an issue dedicated to 
the memory of Lee. The 
following is that article, 
edited for length. 

Pleistocene Finds 
in Ontario 
This report has been 
written to honour the last 
wish expressed to me by 
my dearest friend, Pro
fessor Thomas E. Lee. It 
is dedicated to his mem
ory. I am confident that 
he would come to be seen 
as one of the true fathers 
of Ontario Archaeology. 
As the discoverer and 
researcher of the Shegui
andah Early Man site, his 
use of an interdisciplin
ary approach brought him 
to a conclusion apparent
ly too far advanced for 

his own times, which led 
to his having been under
stood by only a few. 

Some authorities still 
propound the old doc
trine that man entered 
America only 12,000 
years ago, after the last 
ice age, and that he came 
fully equipped with 
Palio-lndian tool kits. 
However, quite a few vast
ly older sites are already 
known, especially in the 
United States, but also at 
Sheguiandah, on Manito
ulin Island. For my part, 
in the course of more than 
25 years of persistent 
searching for Early Man 
on Southern Ontario 
I discovered first one, 
then a series of prolific 
sites lacking in projectile 
points (arrowheads). The 
use of the bow and arrows 
technology did not come 
until much later. 

Certain physiographic 
features at the primary 
site are repeated along 
the escarpment on which 
it is found; once I had 
discovered this pattern 
I was able to find other 
sites, some more than 30 
miles from the original 
discovery. Each of them 
supports the view that 
we are dealing with Early 
Man: there are no projec
tile points; the lithic tech
nology was primitive; and 
the physical indications 
are of considerable antiq
uity. 

The artifacts cannot 
be compared with any of 
the region's well-known 
conventional Indian as
semblages because of 
their crude and primitive 
character. Instead, the 
lithic techniques used 
were those that have been 
recognized at many oth
er Early Man sites. Some 
of the material can be 
compared directly with a 
number of specific lower 
Paleolithic cultures of the 
Old World. The artifacts 
from one part ·of the first 
site have also been identi-

fied by Professor George F. 
Carter as belonging to the 
blade-and-core tradition 
found at his interglacial 
Texas Street site (Califor
nia). Although the Ontario 
artifacts were originally 
made of a pale grey local 
chert, the blade-and-core 
material is now a bright 
and glossy red; the resem
blance to desert varnish 
implies high antiquity. 

The sites are locat
ed on the high parts of a 
beautiful escarpment on 
southern Ontario. The De
vonian limestone bedrock 
bears nodules of chert, 
and at the primary site 
three small prehistoric 
quarries show how the 
raw material for artifacts 
was obtained. There must, 
of course, be many other 
quarries at the site, since 
artifacts occur thickly 
over an area of several 
hundred acres around 
the highest outcrop. How
ever, Early Man not only 
manufactured his tools 
here, but the presence of 
use-wear on the artifacts 
shows that he lived on the 
spot as well. 

It is a common fallacy 
among conventionally 
trained archaeologists 
that Early Man sites that 
happen to include quar
ries are somehow not 
"real" sites. This belief 
probably arises from the 
knowledge that later In
dians did travel to the 
sources of raw material 
and carried away unfin
ished pieces for further 
work. So great is this un
fortunate conviction that 
when the crude (and fully 
finished) bi-faces of Early 
Man are encountered they 
are often dismissed as 
"blanks" and "preforms" 
while the core· tools are 
"rejects". 

During an extensive 
survey of Early Man sites 
in the western United 
States, however, Dr. Byron 
Sharp (1982) observed 
that the tools and debris 

of quarrying always seem 
to be found together, and 
that the tools had been 
used and discarded right 
at the place of manufac
ture. He contrasted this 
behaviour with that ev
ident at Paleo and later 
Indian sites in the same 
areas. In a footnote to 
that article, Thomas Lee 
wrote, "The experience 
and astute observations 
of Dr. Sharp .find an exact 
parallel in the Early Man 
site of Sheguiandah." In
deed, Lee (1964) has ex
plored this issue in the 
article, Sheguiandah: 
Workshop or Habitation?" 

There are also indi
cations that the arti
facts have been found in 
the original habitation 
area. The red tools, for 
instance, are highly con
centrated in one location 
with the artifacts of oth
er early cultures lying in 
surrounding parts of the 
site. But, how could the 
sites have escaped being 
destroyed by the ice of the 
Wisconsin (glacier), when 
all of Ontario seems to 
have been glaciated? Ap
parently, the location on 
the escarpment has some
thing to do with it. And 
at Sheguiandah, Tom Lee 
showed conclusively that 
archaeological materials 
at his hilltop site did sur
vive glacial activities. 

The heavy reddish pa
tina covering the blade
and-core material actual
ly runs through a range 
of colours, going from the 
usual bright red to purple, 
from orange or yellow to 
tan or mahogany. Any giv
en specimens, however, 
is usually a single colour. 
The tools are also glossy. 

My inqumes about 
the red-painted cherts 
in Canada have been 
fruitless. This is not sur
prising. for in the years I 
spent searching for Ear
ly Man in Ontario, I also 
discovered some 950 pre
viously unrecorded sites 


