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treaty process, that pro
tects communally held 
lands. 

"What they have done 
with it is put a reservation 
on the title so it can't be 
alienated to non-Indians." 
Similarily, she said West

bank First Nations' self 
government agreement 
created its own land tenure 
system that does not allow 
their lands to be alienated 
and sold to non indians. 
"So they maintain the col
lectively. What . the Prime 
Minister is proposing initi
ates the fear reserve lands 
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will disappear." 
She said Prime Minister 

Harper and the Conserva
tives have been speaking 
about .unlocking economic 
potential on reserve lands. 
for the last two years. but 
the question is why. 
"The big push is around 

land, and why they are 
doing this and doing it in 
isolation of First Nations." 
. The federal government, 
she said has been "gut
ting" the environment as
sessment act and Bill C38 
to make it "arguably easier 
to approve more quickly 
major development proj
ects in our communities, 
that are hugely problem
a t i C " 

"Land and property own
ership is too simplistic of a 
way to look at our lands 
and unleashing their eco
nomic potential. It's the 
conservative ideology to 
look at private property 
just when our first nations 
across the country are in a 
hugely transitional period 
of time. We are in a period 
of rebuilding our nations 
and re-establishing our 
governance structures over 
our lands. We have to con
sider a myriad of issues in
cluding the type of land 
tenure system we are going 
to create and broader poli
cies so when our nations 
move beyond the Indian 
act we do so in a way re
flective of our cultural val
ues and beliefs and that 
balances our collective in
terest to maintain our land 

on reserves 
and individual opportuni
ties and sustainable 
economies into the fu
ture." 

She said "To look at land 
tenure is way to simplistic 
in this transitional time 
our nations are in." 
She said the federal priva

tization has sparked fear 
because there has been no 
discussion with First Na
tions. 
"It is particularly disquiet
ing when any discussion 
has not explored all of the 
options avail~ble right now 
and the focus is on this in 
isolation of outright sup
port from First Nations 
when fact there has been 
outright rejection." 
She said First Nations do 

fear, the government 
claims to making land pri
vatization optional won't 
happen. Instead there is a 
fear it will be imposed. I 
support the First Nations' 
right to chose for them
selves and their communi
ties. It is disingenuous to 
bring this discussion for
ward as new or as unleash
ing economic potential 
when it is already being 
don~ ... 
The Harper government 

sees the move as economic 
salvation for First Nations. 
spurring economic devel
opment by changing the 
status of the land to pri
vate property from being 
communally held. 
The privatization is part of 
the Conservatives plan to 
bring about change to its 
relationship with First Na
tions by virtually side step
ping treaty and land rights 
and tip toeing around the 
Supreme Court consulta
tion ruling .. 
The privatization would 

affect more than 366,000 
First Nation people living 
in more than 600 first na
tions communities, com
prising some 2. 7 million 
hectares of land. 


