
Continued from JH16• 2) In his acceptance speech, 
elected he told us he would Bellegarde aitic:izecl Canada's 
go and kick down the doors treatment of First Nations· 
in Ottawa so we can get in." people and vowed to "fight 
But he said, ihat didn't hap- for the teachings that unite . 
pen so dearly their function us all.• 
as a national organization "To the P.e()ple of Canada, I 
has been lost. Their job is to say to you, the values of fair-
open the doors and give us ness and tolerance which 
access to the leaders so we Canada exports to the world 
can present our case and that is a lie when it comes to our 
hasn't happened in some people. 
time so we are hoping with .---Chl,/-~81)'G11--=-_Lafonne _____ "Ti....;...;;..;~' ....;.we;..;;....;.re.;;.;.new.;..;;...;.;.....;;the.;.;_;;_sac....c....cre ... ed .... _ 
this election that will change. 
I think it ~II. Perry is used to 
workina at the grassroots 
levd.· 
He said the election has al­
ready lifted spirits among 
chiefs. 91he atmosphere in 
assembly, and the chatter 
going around is lighter. 
Ewryone seems to be happy 
~ .. 

Six • 9.and CCIUI)" 
cid not SIJppaft ~ 
ther. 
But Elected Chief #\va. 
says she loob ~ to 
working with him. · . . 

...., 
wlldto nghimput 
election platbm -¥ltO ac­
tion: HiH said in an email. ,n 
his a«eptance speech, Na-
tional Chief Bellegarde stated 
' ..• it's time to dose the cir-
de. . .' and get back to impor-
tant business. There are 
many issues that the First 
Nations across Turtle Island. 
require the Assembly of fiRt 
Nations to advocate for the 
betterment of our nations 
and communities. Six Na-
tions looks forward to doing 
this important work with na-
tional chief Belleprde. • 
Six Nations had supported 
Quebec's Ghislain Picard, cit­
ing his 22 years of experience 
as regional chief of Quebec 
and Labrador. Elected Chief 
HiU and Councillors Darryl 
Hill and Terry General at­
tended the meeting. 
Bellegarde is the first chief 
elected for a three and a half 
year term as a result cl 
Atleo's sudden deparbn. 
The normal term is 
years. 

WW& of our ancestors to pro­
teet the land, and protect oor 
women. children and com­
munities.• 
Bellegarde said he will·work 
to ensure First Nations get a 
share of Canada'-s ·resource 
wealth. • 
"To Canada, we say, for too 
long we have been dispos­
sessed of our homelands and 
the wealth of our · in-

heritance. Canada will no 
longer develop pipelines, 
transmission lines, or any in­
frastructure on our lands as 
business as usual.• 
He said First Nations people 
will oppose •any develop­
ment which deprives· our 
children of the legacy of our 
ancestors. We will no longer 
accept poverty and home­
lessness while resource com-

panies and governments 
grow fat off our lands.• 
Bellegarde said resource de­
velopment can only go for­
ward if First Nations get their 
share of royalties, ownership 
of the resources and jobs for 
the people.• 
He closed with, "Canada is 
Indian land. This is my truth. 
This is the truth of our peo-

• 


