
Oneida Business Park 
taking shape 
Chief Staats says new yarn factory at 4th Line site promises job 
spin-offs for community 
by Mark McEachem 

SIX NATIONS - With the framework of the new 
Grand River Mills Company firmly in place, Six 
Nations Chi.ef Wellington Staats is confident that 
new jobs will be fl'owing into the Oneida 
Enterprise Park in the not so distant future. 

"A lot of people in the community can't see 
what has been done here over the last couple of 
months, but it takes a while to build this founda­
tion," said Chief Staats Wednesday morning at 
the site of the new Grand River Mills company. 

;'We're about a week behind schedule, but 
that is nothing really," added Staats. "All in all, 
I'd say it is going pretty good right now." 

The Grand River Mills factory is 136,000 
square feet and will be the new home for a $16 
million dollar textile company, one that the for­
mer Six Nations Economic Development 
Commission have brought to the community in 
hopes of creating jobs for the people of Six 
Nations. The Grand River Mills Company is 
scheduled to begin operations in August of the 
year 2000. 

"We are very pleased to be in a partnership 
with Six Nations," said Grand River Mills 
President Peri Casinadhen, a 51 % shareholder in 
the company. "This will be the only mill in 
Car.ada that deals with producing top quality 
yarn like the product that we will produce." 

Casinadhen immigrated to Canada from his 
native Sri Lanka in 1984 and says that he has 
been in the textile business for over 30 years. 
Casinadhen says that those from the community 
who will be employed at the yam factory will go 
through some extensive training in order to oper­
ate the high tech equipment used to develop and 
produce the yarn that the company plans to sell 
world-wide. · · 

"Most of our product will be sold in the 
United States," said Casinadhen. "This technolo­
gy that will be used in this factory is very com­
plex. We are not into random sampling where 
our product is concerned, we are into total quali­
ty control." 
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Six Nations Chief Wellington Staats (left) 
shakes hands with Peri Casinadhen in front of 
the Grand River Mills Company, a new $16 mil­
lion textile company currently being built in the 
Oneida Enterprise Park. The new factory, which 
will be 49% owned by Six Nations, is set to begin 
operations in August 2()00. 


