
Code reform a 'council initiati ··: Staats 
SN Cl,J,f says proposed a,nen#,nts-to Elections Code must be reviewed by band council 
By POIII lasfiick 

ftQl9Gll.a-dlilnaea to the Six 
NatiOIII Bleclloea gel off die p,uad 
without first being preNDted to bad c~, 
says Six Nations Elected Chief Wellington 
Staats. 

Staats told the Teka Monday that proposed 
amendments currently being hammered out by · 
Cor,ununity Elections Code Committee canaot 
be considered for inclusion in an updated code, 
because they have not yet been submitted to band 
COQDCil for ieview. 

Became the process of uneoctin1 the current 
code was launched by band council's 2000 
Elections Code, be said, the development o 
proposea revisions community review 
remains a •c:ouncil iaitia&ift. • 
. •we've had a prot,lem with some of the 

(current Elections Code)~ members 
because they're sa)'in& this is a community ini­
tiative. It wasn't initiat.ed by the community -
it was initiated by a Band Council Resolution, 
and that's where we're haviq a little bit of dif­
ference in the interpretation of what's g~g 
on.• 

Staats says it mnains council's responsibili-
ty to stee.r the process that it started. · 

. • As a council we said there seems to be a tot 
of loopholes in this Elections Code, so we 
struck a council committee up that was sup,, 

at die code with our legal 

•Wbat they were supposed to do was look at 
it, brina it to council, then take it out for some 
public input or at.leaat ,uggescions or recommen­
dations or whatever JCfO want to say, aod ast the 
general public 1)o yoa agree or disagree?' That's 
really the process that's supposed to be going 
on.• 

What bas happened instead. he said, is rather 
than adding comments of suggesti~ to recom­
mendations made by council, commanity mem-

ben have gone a step ful1:ber by developing pro­
posed amendpats Oil their own. 

Staats added th!'l while the COIJIIDUDity is wel­
come to offer their own amendments, such sub­
missions must first be sent to council if they are 
even to be coasidenid. 

• According to the code it says that the people 
would pn,sc,nt a petition or a suggestion or a rec­
OJIIIIICIICJatioo to cauncil, but that didn't happen. 
Nobody presented anything to us,• said Staats. 


