
$ix .Nations Polytechnic gets· $900,000 grant 
Six Nations Polytechnic 

(SNP) is receiving a Youth 
Opportunities Fund (YOF) 
-Grant in the amount of 
$900,000 over 48 months 
to systematize opportuni­
ties for Indigenous educa­
tion and learning for First 
Nations youth. 
By launching youth ·ambas­
sador models, SNP will fos­
ter cultural resilience, 
cultural identity and self­
confidence for First Nations 
youth aged 13-24. 

Funding will be used for 
staffing, curriculum devel­
opment and delivery as well 
as ambassador training and 
mobilization, says a press 
release. 
"As a First Nations owned 

post-secondary institution 
one of our top priorities is 
to ensure the well-being 
and success of our young 
people," said Six Nations 
Polytechnic President, Re-

becca Jamieson. "This fund­
ing will allow us to create 
opportunities that are miss­
ing for many F.irst Nations 
youth across Ontario by 
connecting them to a truly 
collaborative, respectful ini­
tiative that addresses the di-

. versity of their cultures and 
languages." 
"SNP's approach to this 
project will place consider­
able emphasis on Indige­
nous identity construction 
by encompassing spiritual, 
intellectual, emotional and 
physical well-being of the 
youth," said Jamieson. "SNP 
is the ideal organization to 
carry out this work due to 
our unique perspective as 
an Indigenous post-sec­
ondary institution which al­
lows us to respect 
Indigenous · cultures while 
recognizing and supporting 
personal strengths and gifts 
that build self-confidence in 
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youth." 
Project Youth ambassadors 
will also be involved in the 
coming tri-annual World In­
digenous Peoples Confer­
ence on Education being 
hosted by SNP. The forum 
will include a culturally di-

verse youth forum that en­
courages youth to engage, 
participate, and lead issues 
of significance, as defined by 
youth. · 

The project will address 
youth issues including "im­
proved well-being for First 

Nations youth and, by ex­
tension, improved well­
being in First Nations 
communities," the -release 
says. 
The press release says the 
project will also build on 
culture and language. 

It will also redress the 
legacy of residential schools 
and directly support some 
of the recommendations of 
the 2015 Truth and Recon­
ciliation Commission of 
Canada. SNP is partnering 
with other training insti­
tutes including the First Na­
tions Technical Institute 
(FNTI); Kenjgewin Teg Edu­
cation Institute (KETI); and 
the lninew Friendship Cen­
tre. 
The organizers hope the 

project will increase "Indige­
nous youth awareness and 
knowledge of the intercon­
nectedness of culture, well­
ness and well-being; 
increase opportunity for 
local post-secondary educa­
tion, trades training and skill 
development; and increase 
Indigenous youth opportu­
nities for education, skills 
and attitude to enter and re­
main in the labour market" 


