
Prime Minister Stephen minimum human rights 
arper spent much of Tues- standards for indigenous 
ay's question period de- people. 

·nc his aovanment's Canada voted against it 
ork «i aborigin~ affairs as when it was accepted by 

he opposition challenced the UN in 2007, along with 
im on the results of the Australia, New Zealand and 
ruth and Reconciliation the United States. The 

mission's findinp. countries argued it would 
But Harper wouldn't com- undermine their sover
it to any of the 94 recom- eill'lty. 
endations outlined in the · In 20 Io. the government 

ummary report, released accepted it as an •aspira
uesday morning. tioni111 document. Cree 
embers from the NOP, in- NOP MP Romeo Saganash 
uding Opposition Leader 

om Mulcair, questioned 
arper repeatedly as to 

ether the government 
uld fully adopt the 

nited Nations' Declaration 
the Rights of lndipnous 

oples, which the com-
1ss1oners called the 

framework for .reconcilia-

National that he didn't 
mind the government's 
characterization of the dec
laration. 
•it should be an aspira

tional document. So what 
we're saying to them is, 
'Aspire to it.• 
Sinclair said in a statement 

Tuesday. however, that he 
was still concerned with 
the government's •resis
tance to the adoption of the 
United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of lndicenous 

Justlff Slnelalr. elaalrofdle eolllllUSlion. mul llisfellov, 
eoxazlfsdoMrs. Marie Wf&on .e,. 

da is one of the very 
ew countries in the world 

where aboriginal and treaty 
ights are rec011'1ized, and 

that's one of the reasons 
why the government ac

pts the UN declaration as 
n aspirational document,• 
e told the Commons. 

rei!Jtroduced the declara- Peoples.• 

1The declaration outlines the 

tion as a private member's The statement was released 
bill in early May, but it was after the commissioners, 
defeated by the govern- prime minister and aborigi
ment. nal affairs minister met to 
Justice Murray Sinclair, the discuss the findings. Sin
commission's chair, told clair said the. prime minister 
CBC News chief correspon- was open to listening and 
dent Peter Mansbridce on asked about some of the 
Monday's edition of The recommendations - and ____________ ,;;.._ _____ __, that the commissioners 

have offered to meet again 
once the prime minister has 
read the report. 

Liberal Leader Justin 
Trudeau pledged his party's 
commitment to adopt and 
implement all of the recom
mendations made in the re
port. He asked the 

Conservatives if tliey would 
do the same. 
"The commission has spent 
a long time on this report -
a commission established 
by this government,• 
Harper replied. 
,t has issued a large num
ber of recommendations 
and we are stlH awaitinc the 
full report. The govemmtQ.t 
wiU examine all of these 
[and) obviously read them 
before deciding on what the 
appropriate next steps are.• 
. He wouldn't )let commit to 
any of the Truth and Recon
ciliation report'.s recom
mendations. 
Harper severaJ of his MPs 
brought up his 2008 apol
ogy to residential school 
survivors multiple times. 
intentions are not enough. 

An apololY Is ol'lly mean- most receM budcet and 
ingful if it is accompanied ·vast amollt'lts of money' 

by real action: said Mulcair. 
Sinclair, chair of the com

mission, and_ his fellow 
commissio~rs, Marie Wil
son and Chief Wilton Lit
tlechild. watched question 
period from the pllery and 
were acknowledged by 
Commons Speaker Andrew 
Scheer 
The prime minister told the 
House of Commons that his 
government has already 
mowd Otl first Nations is
sues, citin1 training pro
grams announced in the 

provided for education re
form. post-secondary 
scholarships. and heilth in
vestments. 
NOP Leader Tom Mudair 
linked the success of 
Canada's indigenous people 
to the success of the envi
ronment, the resource sec
tor, and the economy. 
·1f we don't cet to those re
sults now, we're going to 
be leaving an insurrnount· 
able debt on tht; backs of 
future cene,ations," he told 
reporters. 


