
New AFN leader to· be elected· In Winnipeg 
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support of chiefs now. For poup of the 634 first Na- the play field are paramount First Nations communities 
------------------------------, will have either their chief or 

a proxy vote on their behalf. 
It's a secret ballot. In the 
past some regions voted as 
a block to maintain influ
ence over the national 
leader. B.C. is the area to 
watch, with over 200 of the 
chiefs voting from that 
province where Bellegarde is 
believed to be the front run
ner. He ran for the top job 
in 2009, conceding to Atleo 
after after eight ballots. The 
two were nearly tied after 
the second and third ballots 
prompted hours of politick
ing before the final vote. Bel
le.garde has been quietly 
running and seeking support 

from chiefs for some time 
Picard, acting interim AFN 

national chief ( he took a 
leave from the role five 
weeks erior to the vote to 
comply 'with AFN campaign 
rules), said it's time ·to 
,.t the process." He said 
the plan is to scrap Bill C-33 
and, along with the chiefs. 
redefine what shape educa
tional reform will take. 
"Getting into the develop
ment of a new piece of leg
islation is not on our radar 
right now," he said. "We're 
done with studies and re
ports that essentially come 
to the same conclusions: 
there's underfunding in ed
ucation." 
In August, Mr. Picard sent a 
letter ,to Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper and Aborig
inal Affairs Minister Bernard 
Valcourt, urging them to re
sume work on First Nations 
education after a unanimous 
AFN resofution in May call
ing on the government to 
withdraw Bill C-33 and "en
gage in an honourable 
process" with First Nations 
after Atleo's resignation. 

At the time, the unofficial 
message from the govern
ment was to wait until the 
AFN had completed its lead
ership review to proceed, 
something Picard called a 
"poor excuse." 
Bill C-33 was voted on and 
passed at secqgd reading in 
the House. However, the 
Department of Aboriginal 
Affairs has made it dear that· 
without the support of the 
AFN, the bill will not move 
forward, nor will the $1.9-
billion set aside by the gr,v
ernment in the bill be 
handed out. 
Renewal and re-definition 

of AFN manclate must come 
first. 
All candidates know that 

work needs to be done in
ternally to review the AFN's 
mandate and define the role 
of the national chief to best 
represent not only the di
verse regions and views of 
the chiefs, but the range of 
priorities from the grass
roots. 
The new national leader will 
find himself in the spotlight 
as the upcoming federal 
election comes closer on the 
question of First Nations' 
role in the future of Cana-

dian pipelines, energy and 
natural resources. 
With the June Supreme 

Court decision in the Tsil
hqot'in First Nation case 
granting land title, the fed
eral government will have to 
seek consent for further 
pipeline development in the 
area and in other regions. 
"This is a time where, across 
the country, there is a lot of 
unrest amongst First Na
tions with the resource 
agen~a of the Harper gov
ernment-pipelines, mining. 
hydro projects .... Whoever 
gets in as national chief is 
going to be in a situation 
where he might see a lot of 
conflicts on the ground and 
he might be called to sup
port them," said Russell 
Diabo. 
The government has said it 
would have to review the 
complex Tsilhqot'in deci
sion, and hasn't formally re
sponded. 
"I would hope that the leg
islative and executive branch 
of ~ment really listens 
to their judicial branch of 
government. They can't 
deny we do not have aborig
inal rights and title anymore, 
because their own Supreme 
Court of Canada has recog
nized that. We need to es
tablish those processes to 
bring about the legislative 
changes that are based on 
recognition of title and not 
based on extinguishment," 
said Bellegarde. 
Other issues that will be 

top of mind for the next 
leader are the next steps on 
pushing for a national in
quiry into missing and mur
dered indigenous womeri, 

. infrastructure on reserves, 
and the availability of food 
and water for many remote 
communities. 
In order to see meaningful 
input or action on many of 
these files, the new AFN 
chief will have to. work to 
establish connections with 
the federal government 
without succumbing to its 
agenda, clearing space to 
allow him to represent the 
chiefs. 
It's all about getting things 

done. Not every work rela
tionship is easy but you've 
got to make them work," 
said Bellegarde.(With CP and 
TIN filts) 


