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Six Nations Polytechnic
now has $1.4 million to
spend on promoting indige-
nous languages after Brant
Conservative MP Phil Mc-
Coleman announced the
extra funding last Wednes-
day.

The funding injection
comes just months before a
federal election but Mc-
Coleman insists his team
had already been working
on obtaining the funding
for the past two years.
“We've been pushing for
this kind- of funding and
movement forward for the
health of indigenous educa-
tion for a long time,” said
McColeman.

The grant equals about 10
per cent of $15 million the
Conservative government
has promised for First Na-
tions post-secondary edu-
cation. -

“The Conservative govern-
ment set up this funding for
the purpose of expanding
indigenous education at a
post-secondary level,” he
said during a special cere-
mony at Polytechnic last
week announcing the fund-
ing. “It’s my responsibility
to make them (Six Nations)
aware the funding exists

and encourage them to
make applications, which
they did.

“I am proud that our gov-
ernment is supporting both
First Nation and Inuit learn-
ers and the Six Nations
Polytechnic,” McColeman
continued. “Through
specifically tailored curricu-
lum and skills training, this
project will ensure that stu-
dents are better prepared to
participate fully in Canada’s
growing economy.”

The largest chunk of fund-
ing will go towards promot-
ing aboriginal languages,
said Rebecca Jamieson,
president of Six Nations

Polytechnic.
“Having one of the most
notorious residential

schools in our territory (the
Mohawk Institute) the peo-
ple at Six Nations are only
too familiar with the legacy
of residential schools,” said
Jamieson. “The impacts of
the unbalanced and un-
healthy relationships across
cultures has touched all of
us at Six Nations in some
way. Part of our path in rec-
onciliation at Six Nations
involved the creation of Six
Nations Polytechnic as our
people understood that
part of recovery included
reclaiming education for our
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purpose as Onkwehonwe.

“SNP (Six Nations Poly-
technic),” she continued,
“holds a special obligation
to the Six Nations commu-
nity to be the formal post-
secondary education
institute to ensure our in-
digenous knowledge and
languages do not disappear
off the face of the earth.
The funding received from
the Government of Canada
through the Post-Sec-
ondary Partnerships Pro-

gram is critical as it sup-
ports programs that affirm
cultural identity while de-
veloping  understanding
across cultures. These two
outcomes are essential to
student success in educa-
tion, training and employ-
ment and to maintaining
positive relationships with
Indigenous peoples into the
future for the benefit of all.”
Helen Miller, Six Nations
elected councillor, thanked
McColeman for the funding.

“I think it’s really exciting,”
said Miller. “We’re always
struggling to find money
but we have to struggle
even harder to keep the
money.

“It’s a good thing it’s an
election year,” she joked.
However, she said, “I know
it’s important to preserve
our languages and | know a
lot of the money is going to
go toward keeping our lan-
guages alive. Phil’s done a
lot for us since he’s been an
MP.”

Six Nations Polytechnic is
receiving $1,401,840.

The money is coming from
the federal government’s
revamped Post-Secondary
Partnerships Program (for-
merly the Indian Studies
Support Program).
Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development
Canada’s post-secondary
education programs are in-
tended to support First Na-

-tion and Inuit students and

provide them with the op-
portunity to acquire the
skills needed to enter the
labour market.

Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern  Development
Canada launched the Post-
Secondary  Partnerships

Program in 2014.
“Our government is deliver-

ing results for Canadians
and supporting measures
that will help create jobs
and opportunities for abo-
riginal people,” said federal
Aboriginal Affairs Minister
Bernard Valcourt. “That’s
why our government con-
tinues to support initiatives
that will create concrete
and lasting results in the
lives of aboriginal students.
This is about getting the
skills and training they need
to find and keep a good job
and improves their overall
well-being.”

The funding will be spent
on the following programs:
-$232,650 for language de-
gree studies

-$225,500 toward obtain-
ing an indigenous sustain-
ability degree

-$210,000 for indigenous
visual arts
-$144,000 for
management
-$117,000 for peace build-
ing

-$114,000 for cultural flu-
ency

-$100,100 for Mohawk lan-
guage instruction
-$100,100 for Cayuga lan-
guage instruction
-$62,000 for principals of
Six Nations schools
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