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the community voting in 
favour of alcohol regulations. 
SNED has since said it is un­
dertaking a "qualitative" in­
stead of "quantitative" 
engagement process on the 
proposed brewery. 
The referendum will offer 
three choices to vote on: -
creating a permissive alcohol 
law that would allow the 
sale, manufacture and distri­
bution of alcohol on the ter­
ritory; 
-creating a restrictive law dis­
allowing the sale, manufac­
ture and distribution of 
alcohol on the territory; 
-or retaining the status quo 

(no alcohol laws on Six Na­
tions). 
Yesterday's vote also comes 
just days after the Hau­
denosaunee Confederacy 
Chiefs Council forbid the sale 
and manufacture of alcohol 
and drugs on the territory. 
The Confederacy resolution 
states: 
"At a duly convened council 
on January 3, 2015, the 
Hodiyanehsoh carefully con­
sidered the proposed Alcohol 
Law and Brewery at Six Na­
tions Grand River Territory. 
After careful reflection and 
consideration of the damag­
ing effects that alcohol-has 

had on our people and con­
tinues to have, the 
Hodiyanehsoh unanimously 
agreed that it would be in vi­
olation of our Creator given 
laws to support and encour­
age the use of Dega'nigo­
hade:nyohs, "Mindchangers" 
(Alcohol and Drugs). As 
such, the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy Chiefs Council 
does not support the manu­
facturing or retailing of alco­
hol or drugs and are opposed 
to any effort to bring danger 
into our Territory." 
Coun. Helen Miller said on 
Monday she saw the HCCC 
decision as a statement not 
a law. 
"As far as I'm concerned, 

they voiced their feelings and 
that's fine." 
She questioned if the HCCC 
resolution will result in any 
shutdowns of bootleggers 
here. 
'What are they going to do 
about the alcohol that's al­
ready being sold on the re­
serve?" she said. 
"l question if the (Confeder­
acy) got direction from the 
clan mothers/clans before 
making their decision on Sat­
urday or did the Chiefs make 
the decision on their own? To 
me, the sale of alcohol on re­
serve is a community issue 

and should be decided by the 
community, not by the (Con­
federacy) or the (elected 
council). People have a right 
to say yes or no to the issue. 
In 1988, when the council of 
the day cancelled a planned 
referendum on selling alcohol 
on reserve, many people be­
lieved that was a violation of 
their human rights." 
The push for alcohol regula­
tions comes after a Kitchener 
investor began eyeing Six Na­
tions as a potential location 
for a craft beer brewery. 
Jim Brickman, owner of IPA 
Enterprises and a craft beer 
pioneer, has been working 
with Six Nations Economic 
Development for almost two 
years io open a brewery here. 
SNED has held nine sparsely­
attended community engage­
ment sessions since 
November to determine the 
community's acceptance of 
the beer brewery and alcohol 
regulations on Six Nations. 
Only a handful of community 
members attended SNED's 
latest information session at 
the tourism building on Dec. 
29, with one woman ques­
tioning the effectiveness of 
the engagement process. 
Teri Morrow, a local dietician, 
said she felt the engagement 
process needs to be more in-

Councillor Helen Miller 
says full council debate 
should have been held. 
elusive. 
"It's not really a community 
engagement at this point," 
she said. "They're just sharing 
information." 
There is also the question of 
voter participation in the up­
coming referendum. A num­
ber of traditional community 
members have said they will 
not be voting. 
SNED said it is collecting 
feedback and input from 
community members 
through its Web site and 
comment cards handed out 
at meetings if people don't 
want to vote. 
Morrow said there needs to 
be more discussion. 
"A lot of things need to be 
discussed on that first in 
order for it to really be an en­
gagement process," she said. 
Morrow said she sees com-

munity engagement as a 
"long-standing process of re­
lationship-building. It's not 
one-offs and forums alone." 
Jan Longboat, a local gardener 
and herbalist, has been vo­
cally against the idea of a 
brewery here. She said the 
brewery would only make al­
cohol cheaper and more ac­
cessible for people on Six 
Nations. 
'This is not our culture, what 
we're doing," said Longboat. 
'They've bastardized our cul­
ture. We don't need a com­
munity referendum. Scr~p the 
community referendum be­
cause (they're) not getting 
the consensus of the com­
munity.• 
She hypothetically said, 
"They're going to take the ma­
jority of the people that 
voted - if I O vote and 7 say 
yes, they're going to run that 
through - that's not right. 
Council won't listen to us. 
Council won't listen to any­
body." 
Longboat says she won't be 
voting in the referendum."! 
don't vote. That's why I'm 
here with my voice, along 
with many, many people that 
don't vote." 
She believes Six Nations 
should use the empty OBP 
warehouse for coldlood stor-

age instead. 
'Why don't we look at our 
food supply instead of a · 
brewery? Let's make it a food 
storage facility. We're sick 
here with diabetes, we're sick 
with ~ancer ... so why would 
we want to bring a brewery 
here? We're already sick. In­
vest in an organic (food) 
store. This is critical. We 
need to look at our food sup­
ply and stop going off the re­
serve to buy food." 
She said she understands 
people will still buy alcohol 
regardless of whether there's 
a brewery here or not. 
">bu can't stop anyone from 
getting it in Brantford, but we 
have to start educating peo­
ple to realize what alcohol is 
doing to our community. We 
don't need to bring it here so 
they can drink more. Why do 
we even want to think about 
bringing more alcohol to the 
reserve?" 

The next information session is 
set for tonight, Jan. 7 from 5 to 
8 p.m. at I.L. Thomas and the 
final community meeting is set 
for Jan. 12 at Six Nations Poly­
technic from 6 to 9 p.m. Ad­
vance polls are also being held 
this Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at Six Nations Polytech­
nic. 


