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The outdated water main in 
the village of Ohsweken is 
going to be replaced next 
year after Six Nations Band 
Council agreed to a three­
way funding split with the 
federal and provincial gov­
ernment for the $2.4 million 
project. _ 
Six Nations elected council 
announced Wednesday that 
construction on the water 
main project will begin next 
spring after both the federal 
and provincial government 
agreed to pitch in $790,000 
each, while Six Nations com­
mits the remaining third to­
ward the project cost and 
any additional costs. 
The $790,000 is coming out 
of Band Council's minor cap­
ital fund. 
The water main _replacement 
will begin in front of the Six 
Nations Housing building on 
Chiefswood Road at Bicen­
tennial Trail and extend 
down to Fourth Line Road in 

the village of Ohsweken. 
That water main replacement 
is part of band council's larger 
plan to pipe water through­
out the entire territory, an 
ambitious quest that is ex­
pected to cost anywhere be­
tween $120 and $150 
million. 
''We want to replace it just 
so we can have the capacity 
so we can start extending 
the water main(throughout 
the whole reserve)," said 
Public Works Director Mike 
Montour. 

· Currently, water flow in the 
village is restricted because 
the water main is too small, 
he said. 
The current size of the small, 
six-inch diameter watermain 
causes problems not only for 
future expansion, but for ad­
equate fire protection should 
a large blaze break out in the 
village. 
"If the GREAT building and 
White Pines Health Complex 
caught fire, we would not be 
able to put it out," Montour 

said. 
The announcement was 
made at the new $40 million, 
state-of-the-art Six Nations 
Water Treatment Plant, 
which became operational 
last year. 
Currently, only residents in 
Ohsweken have piped water 
from the water treatment 
plant.Rural Six Nations resi­
dents rely on wells and cis­
terns. 
The water main replacement 
project will involve tearing 
up Chiefswood Road to in­
stall a 12-inch pipe next 
spring, which Montour 
warns will cause traffic dis­
ruptions, but there will be no 
disruptions to water service 
during construction, he said. 
Montour said since the road 
will be under construction 
for the water main, council is 
using the opportunity to put 
in a left-hand turning lane at 
the reserve's busiest inter­
section at Chiefswood Road 
and Fourth Line Road. 
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Brant Liberal MPP Dave Levac 
said the project is a good ex­
ample of teamwork and put­
ting partisan politics aside to 
help Six Nations to have ac­
cess to safe drinking water. 
"Today's investment in water 
infrastructure addresses an 
important local need, and 
will help to ensure that the 
people of Ohsweken in the 
Six Nations of the Grand 
River community continue to 
have access to safe, clean 
drinking water for many 
years to come," he said. 


