
HCCC snubbad:Six Nations Ee-Dav offered solar energy pannership 
By Donna Durie Bill Mcl<inlay. OP,G director of 
'Mm' corporate relations and com-
The Haudenosaunee Confal- munications, said he didn't 
eracyChiefs c.oundl has once know if any consultation was 
again been ignon:d after the happening with the HCCC, 
Ontario Power Generation despite the HCCC sent them 
partnered with SunEdison numerous letters seeking en­
and the Six Nations Economic . gagement on the Nanticoke 
DeYelopment Corporation on solar project. 
a renewable energy proje~:t Tm not intimately involved in 
1he project partners an- the process,• he said. "I'm not 
nounced last week that Six sure about that. We're look­
Nations has. been "selected" ing to work with our partner 
by the OPG and its partners in a respectful and mt.aningful 
to devdop a 44 megawatt manner and that includes 
solar facility on and near the consultation with the com­
Nanticolce Generating Station munity. We'll be working with 
site on Lake Erie. the community itself.• 
In a press release issued last Aaron Detlor, legal advisor for 
week. Matt Jamieson, presi- the HCCC, says OPG was no­
dent of Six Nations of the tified last year of their interest 
Grand River Economic Devel- in the land. 
opment Corporation, says, "That's extremely disappoint­
-We are delighted that Nanti- ing as we had a preliminary 
colce Solar was selected. The meeting many months ago 
project-alps with our com- with the OPG when they first 
nulity values d sustainabil- submitted an application for 
ity and · environmental this project.• said Detlor. We 
pmrperit)t Investing in clean had iAdicated the Confeder­
mellY benefits the peopled acy Chiefs were open to a 
Six Nations ec:anomically plltilmhip. OPG ~ita­
witbout CXJftlpRNllisin our --•catcdttle9wauldbe 
childrais 6it:IR. We bat ~Jiodlit~'ISwd. 
iJrwanl to wortciig with our llilbtunalldy. '- Jlid 
partners to malae this project not fallDwupwidl tM 11>1 n 
a sua:ess.• · a positiYe fashion.• 
The OPG has partnered with The HOI, or Haudenosaunee 
Sun Edison Canadian Con- Dt.Yeloplnent Institute. is the 
struction and SNGRDc after .._. ann d the HCC<;; 
beifll selected by die Incle- "l1ie HOI has acMse&f the 
pendent Eledricity $ystan 0PG ~ that -
Opaator (IESO). pRJject wiH in&ln&e Olt 
1he IESO is a not..ror-profit interfere with Hau 
corporate f.A1ity established denosaunee rights, inteaats 
in· 1998 by the Elediic:ity Act and title,• said Detlor. "l1ie 
of Ontario. It is pemed by HDi has indicated the project . 
an independent Board whose will not proceed without the 
Chair and Directors are ap- Confederacy chiefs. The Con­
pointed by the Government federacy and the HDI have 
of Ontario. Its fees and Ii- notified the OPG, in relation 
cences to operate are set by to this project and others, 
the Ontario Ene,gy Boanl and that the entity which holds 
it operates independently of the collective rights of the 
all other participants in the Haudenosaunee people by 
electricity mJrtcel, way of treaties is the (HCCQ. 
Through amendments to We confirmed with the OPG 
the E1ectricity Act, the oper- that the Canadian court sys­
ations of the IESO and the terns have also recognized 
Ontario Power . Authority that the Confederacy chiefs 
(OPA) were ~ on Janu- are the only entity to provide 
ary I, 201 S, brirwnl together consent and/or an ~ppropri­
real-time operations of the ate justification process that 
grid with lcq-tenn planning. would uphold the honour of 
procurement and conseM- the Crown. 
tion efforts. "If OPG decides to take an­
SNGRDC was ciated last other route. they will find 
year to negotiate and man- theywil ~ difliculty satis­
• economic ~t lying permits in their favour 
projects and revenues on un- which purport to uphold the 
ceded Six Nations' lands at honour of the Crown." 
arm's~ froin Six Nations The Nanticolce Solar project 
Elected Band Council. will span across four land 
The OPG says it will continue pan:els that are either cur­
to negotiate on the Nanticolce rently owned or will be leased 
solar project with SNGROC by OPG. 
and band councirs I.ands and SNGROC wilt invest about $2 
.Resouroes Department million to acquire a 10 per 

cent economic interest in the 
project. 
According to SNGRDC, the 
investment · is expected to 
generate not less than $ 7 .4 
million for the Six Nations 
community over 20 years or 
about $370,000 a year. 
Profits generated from all 
SNGROC projects will be di­
rected to the newly-formed 
Economic Development Trust 
which is anticipated to be un­
veiled in June 2016. 
The SNGROC says it is "com­
mitted to ensuring its invest­
ments reflect the people of Six 
Nations and th~ir inherent 
duty to protect the environ­
ment for future generations.• 
1he IESO received I 03 Large 
Renewable Energy (LRP) I 
proposals for renewable 
.power generation projects. 
Out of these submissions, 16 
successful contracts were 
awarded. 
"Given the level of competi­
tion, SNGROC and its part­
ners are excited. to be one of 

project's consultation re­
quirements. The CAP team is 
made up of Lands and Re­
sources staff. 
,twill be up to SNGROC and 
CAP team to collaboratively 
initiate community engage­
ment on the project,• said 
Curley. "Meeting dates will be 
announced to the public as 
soon as they are ;rnilable. • 
There is also the potential for 
job opportunities. 
•tn all SNGRDC's partner­
ships, our objective is to em­
ploy as many people from Six 
Nations as possible. As we 
move forward in finalizing 
agreements, local employ­
ment opportunities will be 
discussed in greater detail.• 
Jeff (¥ash, OPG president and 
CEO, says he is "thrilled" with 
this opportUnity. 
. "OPG is already Ontario's 
largest renewable energy pro­
ducer and this will be an im­
portant addition to our 
portfolio. We stopped burn­
ing coal at Nanticolce in De-

eember 2013 and this is an retiring coal plants and re­
investment in a deaner en- placing them with clean, re-
ergy future for Ontario." newable power plants ... 
This is OPG's fourth First.Na- The partners will now start 
tions partnership. working together to obtain 
The others are: Lac Seul (Lac the required approvals and 
Seul First Nation), the l.cJMr contracts needed to start 
Mattagami River (Moose Cree construction. 
First Nation). and most re- Construction is slated to 
cently the Peter Sutherland bebin in 20 17 and last for 
Generating Station on New · about two years. General 
Post Creek (Taykwa Tagamou construction activities include 
Nation), which is currently site preparation, solar panel 
under construction. installation, and electrical col­
"ihe Nanticoke project is a lection system and connec­
great opportunity for Ontario tion. 
to take a former coal plant It is expected to beaxne op­
site and transform it into a erational in 2018 oc 20 19 
dean and reliable solar power with an expected 2o~year 
plant." said Michelle Chislett, lifespan. 
SunEdison's vice president Equipment will be monitored 
and country manager for · remotely and pefSOflnel will 
Canada. "SunEdison's excel- be available to complete reg­
lent track record delivering ular preventative mainte­
high quality and cost effective nance work. 
solar power P!ants was a Community meetings were 
major COl)tributor to OPG de- held in Nanticolce in June and 
ciding to work with us on the August d 20 IS. No comrnu­
project. This project is a great nity meetings haw: been held 
example of how CXJUntries a at Six Nations. 

5e\4el1 solar power projects r----------------------------
acaptli.d-by IES0 this year,• 
tadsthepaa.s'*asc. 
$NGRDC amntly paetici­
.. in 868MW of renew­
.._ fflellY ...,_.. 13..., 
or wind power projects~ 
dnctly or indirectly. 
The next steps in the LRP I 
~ includewortcqwith 
Ontario Power Generation 
and Sun£dison Canadian 
Construction LP to finalize 
agreements and obtain the 
various appnwals and CXJnSUl­
tations necessary to move 
the project foiward. Con­
struction is plannedto com­
mence in 2017 for a period of 
two years. 
Preliminary environmental in­
vestigations are already un­
derway to examine the sites 
natural heritage. surface 
water, species at risk. as well 
as archaeological and cultural 
history. . 
"Now that we have received 

confirmation of the contract 
award, SNGRDC will con­
tinue to develop the business 
terms of the partnership." said 
Tabitha Curley, communica­
tions officer in an e-mail. "This 
will be an on-going process as 
community enpganent has 
not yet begun. Findings from 
communityenpganentswill 
be used to shape the final 
agreement with project part-
·ners. • 
1he project sponsor, Ontario 
Power Generation (OPG). will 
be working with band coun~ 
cirs Consultation and Ac­
commodation Proms (CAP) 
team to move through the 


