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considered terrorists in 
Quebec during the Oka cri­
sis. It developed from a land 
dispute between a group of 
Mohawk people from the 
community of Kanesatake 
and the town of Oka over a 
planned golf course that in­
cluded an antestral burial 
ground. The crisis made in­
ternational headlines and 
continued from July I I, 
1990 and lasted until Sep­
tember 26, 1990. 

"We were the enemy to 
the public," she said. "It 
didn't matter whether you 
were a Mohawk child or 
elder or in between. you 
were an enemy of the 
state." 

The negative impact of 
Colonialization still affects 
Indigenous People today, 
said Gabriel. citing the high 
rates of suicide and poverty 

among Native Canadians. 
"We're reduced to living 

in these tiny postage stamp 
communities ... where we're 
supposed to be happy and 
accept all of the things the 
colonialists brought us, .. 
Gabriel said. 

"After the War of 1812 
we were put on reserves 
that were created to protect 
the settlers not for our pro­
tection." Gabriel said. 

Gabrie·1 asked those at­
tending her lectures to con­
sider how they would feel if 
the tables were turned. 

"What if we decided to 
kidnap your children," 
Gabriel asked. "What if we 
put you in camps and forced 
you to live near toxic waste 
dumps? What if when you 
got sick we chose which 
medicine to provide and 
who would get it? What if 
we beat you for speaking 
your language? What if we 
impoverished you to the 
point where your children 
were committing suicide? 

"That's exactly what hap­
pened." 

Gabriel urged students. 
many of whom were Abo­
riginal, to re-educate them- . 
selves about their history. 

She said it was up to 
today's generation to cor­
rect the wrongs of the past, 
recalling how during the 
Oka Crisis, the Minister of 
Indian Affairs. said they 
were " 17th century immi­
grants with no rights to the 
land" - a complete fallacy 
considering how ancient ar­
tifacts suggest Indigenous 
People were living in 
Canada as far back as 4000 
BC. 

"We have a Constitution 
that pre-dates European ar­
rival." Gabriel said. "We 
had a sophisticated form of 
democr-acy that was inclu­
sive and based on clans 
where the women played a 
huge role in decision mak­
ing." 


