
Band Council blasts Aboriginal Affairs over_ MRP law. 
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'."That's why we wanted you 
here today because our staff 
informed us," said Hill. 
Cole said part of his job is to 
manage the "Indian Land 
Registry" at Aboriginal Af
fairs headquarters and "at 
this point, AANDC is trying 
to apply the legislation that 
was put in place. We've de
veloped forms to implement 
the administration of the 
law." 
The forms ask that three 
general requirements are sat
isfied before moving forward 
with a land transfer: 
- to make sure the spouse 
has provided consent for the 
transfer of the property 
-that it had been done in an 
open and transparent way 
with a declaration that that's 
been done according to pro
cedures 
-and that there are no court 
orders against · t:lie property 
prohibiting a transfer 
Cole says AANDC fre
quently gets complaints 
from members of First Na
tion communities saying 
they were tricked out of their 
land or tricked into signing a 
transfer. 
"This is all what the law is 
trying to address in some 
manner so people have con
sented to the transactions " 
that have occurred, said 
Cole. 
"We're here because we 
want to hear your opinions 
on that and to work with 
some of your folks to find 
ways to find flexibility to 
maintain minimum require
ments we put in place while 
trying to address your 
needs," Cole said. 
Hargitt said the federal MRP 
law was created to address a 

gap on reserves that didn't 
guarantee.rights to the mat
rimonial home for either 
spouse in the event of a mar
riage break-up. 
"This (the forms) is the ad
ministrative work that has 
flowed from that ... to ensure 
spousal consent is had when 
transferring or encumbering 
matrimonial interests in the 
family home," said Hargitt. 
"That's what we're trying to 
do. It's a bit of a growing 
process." 
Hargitt said the AANDC 
lands department decided 
land transfers won't be reg
istered if the forms aren't 
signed properly. 
There are provisions in the 
form for single or widowed 
people who are not in a mat
rimonial or common-law re
lationships that allows them 
to continue with a land 
transfer without a spouse's 
signature only if they can 
prove they don't have a 
spouse with interest on the 
property. 
But councillors repeatedly 
insisted Six Nations commu
nity members shouldn't have 
to sign the forms or meet 
AANDC requirements be
cause band council devel
oped its own MRP law. 
"We've done our own 
law ... yet now you guys are 
coming to us and dictating 
we've got to fill this out be
fore we do any land trans
fers?" said Coun. Dave Hill. 
"Why do we have to go by 
your law? I guess you guys 
just lied to us, like always." 
The elected Chief com
plained there was no consul
tation with Six Nations on 
the federal MRP law. "De..._ 
spite what your officials ' 
say," she said. "They say 
they had a consultation 
process; they met with large, 
urban centres. Their consul
tation process is a sham, on 
this whole federal legislation. 
>bu may not have heard me 
in the beginning when I said, 
'we do not accept the federal 
legislation.' It does not apply 
in this community. We have 
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