
In def e·n.se of .Joseph Brant and the Mohawks 
~ By Jim Windle original document verba- Depart~ent through · a from his Excellency Gen- Brothers: After sev- people. 

tim to see whatthe people hostile country from the eral Haldimand, we rep- eral years residence on Brothers: The pur-
KANATA VILLAGE, SIX of the day thought. These Mohawk River to Lower resented to him the ad- the Grand River we con- chases (purchasers) 
NATIONS - Revisionism minutes were recorded Canada. vantage it would be to sidered it to be for the. inability to make the 
isn't the exclusive domain 
of non-Native govern
ments and lop-sided goo
gle-historians. It can also 
be held that even amongst 
Six Nations traditional-

only 20 years after arriv- Brothers: In the year us to have a few white interest of the people that payments as stipulated 
al on the Haldimand Tract 1775, Sir Guy Carlton one families settled among part of our lands should caused some of the Lower 
and two years before the of His Majesty' Generals us in order to show our be sold and the proceeds Mohawks and old worn
death of Brant. and then Commander in people the benefits of ag- put to interest, we ac- en to murmur and some 

The 1\vo Row Times Chief of that Province of riculture and the advan- cordingly with cons_ent young men not capable of 
welcomes the submission Quebec promised the In- tage of having good roads and approbation of the distinguishing right from 

ists there is a lot of revi- of other historical doc- dians in general that any to which his Excellency Chiefs sold part of the said wrong, or of judging of 
sionism believed by some uments for printing in loss they might sustain by readily ascended and lands and received some the nature of disappoint
to be true accounts of"the our newspaper so we can the war which had now there are now a sufficient of the interest which was ments, began also to be 
way we were" so to speak. 

Looking back over 
more than 300 years of 
history from our place in 
2015, it is next to impos
sible to determine exactly 
what the contemporary 
understanding of any 
historical event or agree
ment was to those who 
participated in it. That 
is why reading old docu
ments recorded by those 
directly involved are so 
very important. 

bring the words of the commenced should be number settled for these applied to sundry public 
past to light in the cur- fully and amply compen- purposes. uses for the benefit of our 
rent day. sated; ... confiding in his 

The Mohawk Work-

Grand River 
. May 4th 1805 

At our usual Annual Meet-
ing at our Council House. 

Brothers: (Henry Tekara
hogen principal Chief and 
first Sachem of the Mo-
hawk Nation speaks] 

ers submitted to the 1\vo In consequence of some 
Row Times the minutes late extraordinary trans
of a meeting of the Con- actions at a pretended 
federacy Council of the Council at Buffalo Creek 
Grand River with the Su- and afterwards at Niaga
perintendent of Indian ra, we think it necessary 
Affairs, datE;d 1805. to inform the. public of 

This document ex- their sentiments in re
plains quite clearly what gard to these affairs. In 
the accepted understand- order to do this it will 
ing within the Confeder- be necessary to mention 
acy Chiefs of the day was some things that have 
regarding the Haldimand happened many years 
Deed as well as the Mo- ago. 
hawk Nation's place with- B.rothers: At the com-
in the Grand River Tract. mencement of the trouble 

It also defends Joseph between Great Britain 
Brant himself who was and the late Colonies the 
being accused "y some of Mohawks and some 0th
seeking 'perSOrial ' gain by er(s) tnlndful of the en
his work on ~ehatf 6f the gagement o~ t~eir ances
Six Natioiis. : - . !ors tpo~ a decided and 

All have opiJlibns· oo ·- ,acttve pai-ttti favour of his 
these matters; but we , Majesty_ ·atta' at the haz
thought it would be--naost · . ard or their lives brought 
valuable to publish this Johnson and the Indian 

Excellency's promise, the 
Mohawk exerted them
selves to the utmost of 
their abilities, they were 
also instrumental in con
firming others of the Six 
Nations in their attach
ment to the King and their 
conduct during the war is 
still fresh in our memory. 

Brothers: The prom
ise of Sir Guy Carlton was 
confirmed by his succes
sor General Haldimand 
and at the peace a Deed 
was executed by him for 
lands we now possess 
on the Grand River, this 
grant was at first intend
ed for those IndiaQs who 
had lost their lands on 
the Mohawk and Susque
hanna Rivers, and at their 
request extended to such 
others of the Six Nations 
as wished to settle there, 
...at this time we were 
invited to remain within 
the American territories 
but such was our attach
ment to the King our Fa
ther, that we preferred 
retiring to an uncultivat
ed wilderness in Upper 
Canada with our Brother 
Soldiers and fellow suf
ferers the Loyalists. 

Brothers: At the time 
we obtained our grant 
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