
Enbridge oil pipeline over Grand could .devastate Six Nations water 
By Mari Reeve 

OHSWEKEN - Approx
imately 50 people gath
ered at the GREAT The
atre to hear information 
about Enbridge's Line 9 
- which runs through Six 
Nations territory. 

Line 9 begins in 
Aamjiwnaang First Na
tion, · otherwise known 
as Sarnia, and ends in 
Montreal. In June, En
bridge plans for Line 9B 
to begin pumping toxic 
diluted bitumen through 
the pipeline all the way 
to Montreal. 

A Line 9 pipeline 
spill would affect over 9 
million people along the 
pipeline, possibly pollut
.ing over 100 communi
ties from small towns to 
large urban centres like 
Toronto. Presenters at 
the event said that 18 of 
those communities are 
indigenous territories 
and 11 of these First Na
tions communities were 
ignored with no prior, 
informed consent of the 
toxic materials that will 
flow across their lands, 

Speakers at the 'event 
shared that according 
to Enbridge's own in
spection tools there are 
12,961 findings of cracks, 
dents, or corrosion dam
ages along the pipeline. 
There have been obvious 
warning signs and red 
flags. Like the current 
record of 35 pipeline 

ruptures over 40 years of 
Line 9's existence, or En
bridge's pipeline 6B spill 
in July of 2010. 

Line 6B, which is al
most identical to Line 9 
in age, construction, and 
operation, ourst and con
taminated the Talmadge 
River in Minnesota. Di
luted bitumen from the 
tar sands flowed from 
a six foot break in the 
pipline in what was re
corded as the biggest 
inland oil spill in US his
tory. 

· Bitumen rolled down 
the Talmadge and into 

the Kalamazoo River 
in Michigan. Present
ers at this week's event 
confirmed that even 
today, five years lat
er, Enbridge's clean up 
from tbat spill is not yet 
con{plete ancf there have 
been no pub.lie reports 
or government efforts to 
inform the people of the 
ongoing environmental 
and health effects of the 
spill. 

There has been vocal 
community resistance all 
along Line 9, such as an 
occupation of sites that 
cross the Grand River, 
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one action even leading 
to 6 arrests in Westo
ver. Still Line 9 and many 
other pipelines -continue 
to operate daily and are 
in the process of being 
built. 

Considering the track 
record of these pipelines 
protesters have a strong 
argument. A 'pipeline for 
the economy now, worry 
about the consequences 
after' mentality leaves 
water, food and land se
curity at high risk. Why 
spend money protecting 
the water or land? 

Presenters also 

shared that there is also 
no Canadian government 
agency or department 
that is responsible for 
cleaning up environmen
tal disasters. And there 
is little is known about 
the process of oil spill 
clean up. This means that 
there is likely no action 
plan in place to protect 
the Grand River from an 
environmental disaster 
much like the Talmadge 
River. 

MAP ABOVE: Line 9 Peo
ples Map: Map of 40-year
old Line 9 beginning in 

Aamjiwnaang (Sarnia, 
ON). Line 9B is where 
the toxic diluted bitu
men would be reversed 
through the pipeline, be
ginning in Westover and 
continuing through to 
Montreal. A pipeline spill 
would affect over 9 Mil
lion people and 100 large 
and small communities, 
18 of them are Onk
wehon:we territories. 
Map from Rabble News, 
'Ethical Enbridge? The 
real story of Line 9 and 
the tar s~nds giga-proj
ect, 2013', by SONIA 
GRANT, SAKURA SAUN
DERS, and DAVE VASEY. 
Source: http://rabble.ca/ 
news/2013/01/mceth
icaltm-enbridge-line-9-
and-tar-sands-gigaproj
ect 

Tar Sands Pipeline 
Map: The current and 
proposed Canadian and 
U.S. oil company pipe
lines, which carry tar 
sands oils. The proposed 
TransCanada Keystone 
XL pipeline would cross 
the U.S.-Canadian border 
and six U.S. states. Map 
taken from 'The Facts on 
Oil Sands rt '2.0i2'. 
produced by the Caqadi
an Association of Petro
leum Producers. Source: 
http://response.resto
ration.noaa.gov/about/ 
m·ed i a/what-are-in
creased-rfsks-transport
ing-tar-sands-oil.html 


