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~SN post-secondary students can access bursaries and scholarships 
By Chezney Martin 

Nearly all post-secondary 
aspiring students fear the 
oncoming sense of adult­
hood and responsibility. 
Soon to possibly move 
away from home for the 
first time and have an 
abundance of indepen­
dence, many students 
find beginning post~sec­
ondary education a chal­
lenge .. The first step'-to 
finding a path to follow is 
often within an individu­
als high school, beginning 
with a guidance counsel­
lor. 

Dawn Martin, a Six 
Nations student entering 
her third year at Trent ing references to achieve 
University says, "that it the large sum of money 
takes a lot of time and ef- she accumulated. Aborig­
fort into getting them," in inal Guidance Counsellor 
regards to bursaries and Melissa Turner from Hag­
scholarships. Earning ersville Secondary School 
over $12,000 in awarded recommends students 
money from seven sepa- from Six Nations to start 
rate awards for her first by accessing funding help 
year of university, Mar- through places like Ind­
tin graduated high school spire. 
with over 700 volunteer "Yeah absolutely. Al-
holirs. ways start with Indspire, 

. Outside of school, because they have pub­
Martin put in over a bun- ,Jished on their · website 
dred hours writingtne' re- " so' inany scholarships. 
quired essays an~ ob~in; - that . ~.rE::tl.'._t eve~ _ne_ce~-

sa·rily through them, but 
they've still advertised 
for them. So, these are 
not all necessarily Ind­
spire's awards, but these 
are scholarships from all 
over," said Turner. , 

Indspire is an indig­
enous-led charity th.at 
seeks to inspire achieve­
ment and education, 
while investing in indige­
nous people for the long­
term benefit of these indi­
yiduals arid their families. 

. "The next place I'd · 
go t9 . is, AM SSA online. ; 

They're a huge guide, 
mostly out West, but 
nonetheless they have 
tons of scholarships and 
bursaries listed right 
across North America," 
she continued. 

AMMSA is the Ab­
original Multi-Media So­
ciety Association which is 
available as an online site 
for all to "inform, impact 
and inspire." 

"If you have stu­
dents going to school in 
the States, that's an ex­
r cellent place to look, be-

cause they have so many 
scholarships listed there 
for Canada and the U.S.," 
Turner said. "Now in 
terms of aboriginal schol; 
arships, those are proba­
bly the two best resourc­
es you can find," 

"For Six Nations kids, 
the next place I would 
go to is Grand River Post 
Secondary Education Of­
fice (GRPSEO) because 
they'll have scholarships 
listed just for Six Nations 
kids," Turner continued. 

GRPSEO offers finan­
cial education assistance 
to those students desiring 
to continue their educa­
tion into post-secondary, 
and is readily accessible 
online and at Six Nations 
Polytechnic. 

Turner says that insti­
tutional managed schol­
arships are also available. 
"So if you're applying, to 
Niagara College or West­
ern University, I would 
get in touch with their 
aboriginal student coor­
dinator there and find 
out about scholarships. I 
would check specifically 
with the program you are 
applyir,g into , as well for 
scholarships and bursa-

ries." 
Turner explained 

that the most successful 
students to have been 
awarded large sums of 
money, were those that 
applied to everything. 
"And you know what, I 
would apply for ev~ry­
thing, because they still 
say that there are hun­
dreds of thousands of 
dollars that go unclaimed 
in scholarships. So even 
if you're going into engi­
neering but it's a banking 
scholarship, I would still 
apply," Turner said. 

She agrees that most 
venues offering money 
that are not applied for by 
someone qualified, will 
still award the money to 
an applicant. "That's just 
it, they'd rather give the 
money away than keep 
it. So, just apply to ev­
erything," she explained. 
Turner continued ' to ex­
plain that earning bursa­
ry and scholarship money 
does take focus and work, 
but it can be done. 


