
Community votes "status quo": no 
1 alcohol regulation and· no brewery 
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For those who could not 
make it to the Six Nations 
Community Hall on Satur­
day to witness or partic­
ipate in the Alcohol Ref­
erendum - you may have 
missed an important bit of 
our history. 

Of the approximately 
18,000 Six Nations Band 
Members that are eligi­
ble to participate in the 
community engagement 
process just 557 ballots 
were cast - approximately 
3.1%. 

Of the votes that were 
cast; 116 were in favour of 
Six Nations Elected Coun­
cil developing a commu­
nity regulation - but one 
that would perqiit the 
sale, manufacture and dis­
tribution of alcohol in the 
community, 196 people · 
also w~nted SNEC to de­
velop a community regu­
lation - but one that would 
restrict the sale, manu­
facture and distribution 
of alcohol on Six Nations. 
Ar:iother 235 people voted 
that t~ey wanted things to 
remain "status quo". 

In the end, the "No" 
vote received the most 
vot~s - so status quo it is. 
But even still questions 
remain about the confus­
ing ballot options and why 

the pursuit of an SNEC Al­
cohol Regulation has been 
abandoned despite a total 
of 312 votes that were in 

. favour of either a restric­
tive or permissive SNEC 
Alcohol Regulation. 

When asked for clari­
fication on whether or not 
the total 312 votes that 
did prefer an SNEC alcohol 
regulation was actually 
a majority or if the 235 
votes that voted for the 
status quo was the majori­
ty, Economic Development 
officer Matt Jamieson said, 
"The majority of the votes 
determined the outcome 
was 'no regulation'. The 
objective was to deter­
mine community prefer­
ence - if any additional re­
search is needed this will 
be a matter for the Council 
to decide when the final 
report is accepted on Feb­
ruary 2, 2015." 

Those gathered to 
hear the results clapped 
and cheered that SNEC 
would not be moving for­
ward with developing 
their own regulations re­
garding the sale, distribu­
tion and manufacture of 
alcohol on Six Nations ter­
ritory. The results also in­
dicated that the proposed 
brewery · project would 
not be moving ahead. 

During Saturday's 
vote, a small crowd of peo­
ple gathered in the foyer 
of the Community Hall 
with signs and standing in 
opposition to the referen­
dum. 

Terrylynn Brant, one 
of the organizers of the 
opposition group said; 
"We are here to represent 
the 'silent majority that 
doesn't vote'. We are here 
expressing the factthatwe 
do not want alcohol in our 
community." The group · 
sat in the foyer of the Six 
Nations Community Hall 
discussing the wording on 
the referendum questions. 

Other community 
members gathered at 
Saturday's Referendum 
but who wished to not be 
identified expressed con­
cerns that the presence of 
protesters inside the foy­
er of the Community Hall 
was "voter intimidation" 
and was dissuading band 
members from participat­
ing. 

Although there was a 
general feeling of relief af­
ter the results of the vote 
announced that the brew­
ery project would not go 
ahead, some questioned 
the wisdom of initiating a 
referendum on alcohol to 
begin with. 

A small group of Six Nations band members sat in the foyer of the Community Hall on Saturday as a phys­
ical expression of the voice of opposition to the proposed Six Nations Alcohol Regulation. (Left to right 
Leanna Bomberry, Terrylynn Brant, Myka ·Burning. Cathy Honyust, Meryk Burning). PHOTO BY PAULA HILL 


