
Men's Fire appeal holds up Oavisville development 
By Jim Windle 

BRANTFORD - A contro
versial housing . develop
ment planned by Sifton 
Homes and Riverview 
Development on Toll Gate 
Road in Brantford, has 
been delayed further with 
an appeal put forward by 
the Kanien'keha:ka (Mo
hawk) Men's Fire. 

The area targets the 
former site of the historic 

Kanien'keha:ka Men's Fire. 
But the delegation cried 
foul after their presenta
tion was moved to the last 
item on the agenda, seri
ously curtailing the time 
they were given to make 
their argument. Thus, 
the call for the appeal so 
their presentation could 
be heard in full and con
sidered. A counter appeal, 
asking that the Men's Fire 
appeal be dismissed was 
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1830's -1840's Mohawk/ 
Mississauga village of Da
visville as well as extreme
ly sensitive and unique 
environmental features 
and endangered species of 
wildlife. Much of the site 
and surrounding area is al
ready designate an Area of 
Natural Scientific Interest 
(aka ANSI). 

The months-long 0MB 
-hearing, which ended al
most a year ago, heard Six 
Nations interests and con
cerns voiced through the 

subsequently lodged. 
Six Nations arguments 

were heard by Susan Schil
ler, full time vice-chair of 
0MB, last Thursday and 
Friday. 

"The motion was to 
dismiss the appeal by the 
Men's Fire," explained 
Schiller. "Whether the ap
peals will be dismissed, in 
which case there will not 
be a hearing, or that the ap
peals will be allowed to go 
forward." 

A, so-called, expert 

witness brought in by Tri
City Aggregates, who also 
have interests in the land, 
was heard earlier saying 
that the Men's Fire appeal 
was without merit. But 
the expert admitted under 
questioning that he had not 
even read the Men's Fire's 
position paper in its entire
ty before forming his con
clusion. 

The Men's Fire were 
represented by spokesper
son Susan Draper, who has 
been doing legal research 
for the Fire for some time 
now. Draper made a well 
researched, logical and 
powerful presentation for 
Ms. Schiller to consider. 

In her presentation she 
tried to clarify what she be
lieves is a misunderstand
ing about what the com
plaints of her clients, the 
Mens Fire, actually were. 

"Responses from law
yers Tri-City Aggregates, 
the City, Sifton Homes and 
Grandview seem to indi
cate that their objection 
is primarily due to lack of 
notification or of notice," 
she began. "This is a funda
mental misunderstanding 
of what the issues actually 
are. We have outlined in 
our letter of appeal, that 
while notification and con
sultation is one of the as
pects, that the issues don't 
have as much to do about 
notification as it does the 
protection of our property 
that is currently being used 
by Onkwehonwe people 
(for medicines and ceremo
nial materials) even cur
rently. 

"Th'[! use of the land 
for those purposes is pro
tected under constitution
al rights and treaty rights, 
which include hunting, 
fishing, the pursuit of sus
tenance collection of medi-

cines, and the performance 
of traditional ceremonies," 
she went on. "TCA is aware 
of this, as is the city." 

She told the 0MB that 
the delegation asked the 
City to notify them of that 
meeting to allow them to 
come to the final decision 
meeting. But according to 
Draper, they did not. 

Some o ate ·a 

not heard by the 0MB, and 
not read by the "expert 
witness" speak specifically 
to land use issues and that 
the provincial policy, since 
2014, "now allows for con
sideration of native rights 
under section #35 (of the 
Canadian Cor,.stitution). It 
also discusses the protec
tion of culture and tradi-

Draper explained the 
fundamental lack of recog
nition of Indigenous rights, 
culture and underlying ti
tle when considering the 
use of contested land. 

Ms. Schiller could not 
give any time frame for her 
decision on whether to al
low the Men's Fire appeal 
or quash it. 


