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On behalf of the Sruithsottlan Institution's National Museum of the American 

Indian f e:-.-tend cong:ratu1ations to E~cutive Director J,mis Monture, to her staff, 

and to the Woodland Cultural Centre Board of Directors on tlte development .md 

installation of this timely, relevant. .md v,eryimportant e:cluDit. <\Var Clubs & 

Wampwll Belts: Haudenosaunee E.'\l)eriences Of The Wai· Of1812," 

I .Uso want to recognize and honor the V.'Ol'k of Curator Rick Hi11. l've kno¼n and 

worked with Rick for over 30years and n ever ce-ase to be amazed by his 

relentless commitment to education, to CWNt-al preservation. and to the pubJic 

interest. Rick is a ma.st er teacher who bel.-ps us al) better Wlderstand how past 

events have shaped dte comple.'l realities.of otU' contemporary lives. 

The War of 1812 was a defitun.g period for Si."'i Nations and other Native Nations 

th.at became involved in. the conflict. For SL': Nations. as but one ex.ample, the 

war' s outcome .seived to stem the u.ncet'tainty of two centuries of upheaval and 

relentless violence. For Canada. d1e unfin;ished business of the Amei;c.an 

Revohltion finally yielded to peace and the 6.nn establishment of secure border!> 

,..-ithin which their fledgling countrycottl d take root. Canada's identity emerged 

during this time. In numerous battles de£eitding again.st invading American 

forces an es-i,m·r de corps emerged from the accumulated victories, But let us 

never forget that m.my critic-al engagements in the War of 1812 induded the 

participation and .sacrifice of Native peoples - on both sides of the disputed 

border, 

In the Canadian context the p.u'ticipation of Si.': Nations leadership and forces, as 

v,eU as that of numerous other Fll"st Nations. were crucial to the .successful 

repulsion of invading American forces. One could ui.tke a strong circumstantial 

cas.e that Canada would be very different today wer e it not for the involvement of 

Native peoples. And yet. who, v,ithin otu- own communities, and. mot'e broadly, 

,.,;thin educ.uional systems a cross Canadla. fully comprehends this history? Th~ 



need to educ.ate not just our own students at Six Nariol\$. but al) Canadians,. about 

this pivotal event in history is why th.is exhibit is so important. Evety student 

needs to learn about d1e role that First NAtion.s peoples played in the War of 

1812. And they a11 need to s.ee thi.s exhibit. 

Native .students. rarely see themselve~ in the education.a l content they study and 

consume in school The general absence of information about Nativepeople.s in 

educ.ationa) cunicula has been a 1inoo-ering over.Jght extending back hundreds of 

years. This doe.s little to provide contie!-."t and relevance, not to mention 

in.spU'ation. for Native .students who, 7hy and Jarge, do not see themselves in their 

own hi.stories, On the other hand, non-Native students are also deprived.a \Yell· 

rounded and complete educational e.'::J)erience when they are NOT taught about 

the contributions Jndigenous peoples ha.ve made to the foundation and char.act er 

of Canada., the United States, and other countries within the We.stem 

Hemisphere. 

The National M\tseum of the Amerfoa:n Jndian n cogni.ze.s the importance of 

educating the public about the War of 1812. Owing the past nvoyear.s we have 

been .actively invoh-•ed in several initiatives that h.n•e contributed to dli.s 

objective. 

First. \W assisted in the development:of a public att process and ttle crafting of a 

r equest for propo.s.al.s to establish a public artwork in Queeuston Heights Park 

that wi11 recognize and honor Sb,: Nations and Native ally contributions in the 

Battle of Quee11..ston Heights and the Wai: of 1812, As the re.suit of this work.m 

in.spir-ational site plan and ai"tistic cotlaboration ha\-·e been achieved. 

Second. in p.u'tller-.Jup ·with the nventy-fir.st Prime Minister of Canada. the Right 

Honom•able PauJ M.u'tin. and his organization the Martin Aboriginal Education 

Initiative, along with Western University and Ac.ademica Group, we organized 

and held an Jndigenous Education Summit in Niagai·a·Otl-The·Lake on October 

4th and 5th. One of the themes of this conference, at which Rick Hill gave a 

brilliant presentation. was lndigenizing Education. 



lhe Summit was c.anied out in a spirit of t'eAection. renewal, and relationship 

building. The bicentenary-of the Wai· of 1812 !>-etved .u a powerful and timety 

symbol of die need for all Canadians to better w1derstand the place, culture and 

tt\«l.itioru of Indigenous peoples in the him»y, present. and futw-e of Canada. 

lhird. in April of this year. I was privileged to co-sign the release papers 

returning possession and ctu:tody of the Willi.un Cfaus Wampwn Belt from the 

Smithsonian hutitution to the Six Nations. How approp.ria.te it was that tllis 

repatriation occutTed during the bicenten.uy of the War of 1812, In many ways 

the story of this wampum belt's troubled journey i::. symbolic of the complicated 

history of relations that have e.tisted bet\',-een t'NO former allies ever since they 

jointly succeeded in repelling invading American forces nvo centuries ago. 

Finally, ondisplayin this exhibityou v.'lll s.eea wool bunting Union Jack - a 

British flag - s.aid to have been given to Tecumseh when the British made him a 

Brigadier General around 1812, Yellow Hawk. Shawnee, canied this 200-year-

old flag, which is on Joan from the Nationil Museum of the American Indian, 

during the Batde of the Thames. As with the \Alilliam Clatts wampum belt it is 

rem.u-kable to be in the presence of objects with such pov.·er ful historical 

pedigrees. '11lese objects help us to UJtderstand that re.al. three dunensionil, 

sentient human beings, Indigenous peoples, w·ere a ctive players who shaped the 

history that \'le now study through this eWbit 

Congratulations again to everyone v.-ho conn'ibuted to making ti.tis exhibit a 

reality. We are still detemtiniug our own history, and that's a very good thing. 
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