
OHSWEKEN - en e 
home and school co~tt.ee 
wais iooking t.o name School B, 
there we~ lots of submissions 
- most of them bad one name. 

So when Ivan Thomas be
came the principal of the $6.4 
million school a CIIJup Road, 
it also had his name above the 
door. 

After 30 years as principal 
of School 11, and a longstanding 
commitment to education, Mr. 
Thomas was the overwhelming 
choice for the name of the I.L. 
Thomas O dadrihonyani ta, or 
place for reading, said Cheryl 
Claus, chairperson of the home 
and school committee. 

"You have honored me and 
humbled me," the ~year-old 
principal told more than 200 
people who gathered for the of
ficial opening Friday morning. 

The school Mr. Thomas 
presides over, is in a partofthe 
community that is 
predominantly traditional in 
nature. The building, its con
tents and students reflect that. 

The school is designed to 
look like a turtle, a significant 
figure in traditional Longhouse 
religions. i 

"I'm not an advocate for 
buildings in the shape of 
animal"?" 88id Brian Polter, the 
project archltect. "We have no 
tradition in that. Our people 
built longllouses." 

But it wu decided that the 
school sh take th' form of 
a turtle. · 

*8 ~to 
~-ttaditional culture- in a 
modern society, Mr. • Porter 
said. "This building represents 
that struggle." 

For him, the building's ex
pansive roofis more significant 
as a place for everyone to 
_gather for shelter 

Under that roof is the Six 
WaUons Cayuga immersion p~ 
gram. This year, about half of 
tJ,ae study body of '-50 take their 
math, history and other sub
jecta in C~ 

''I think it's exc,llent," said 
Williams, a father of four 

• tlHIIMn immersion. 
"They b2'd horrible condi

tt~ ~ die four old schools,' 
Jae 

uea. 
'lbere is also a greenhouse 

"(bare a group of teachers p)4n 
to grow culturally sigill~ant 
planta. 

Mr. 'lbomas said he hopes 
the traditional emphasis " give 
the students more of a sense of 
identity, more awareness of 
who they are." 

But This is a state-of-the-art 
school, said Larry Lewis, the 
vice-principal. 

Each classroom has two 
computers waiting to be linked 
to one network. Th.e building 
utilizes a heat pump system t.o 
make it energy efficient 

The building is designed t.o 
double as a centre of the com
munity. It has a restaurant
quality kitchenette to serve 
during community events. The 
community-oriented rooms can 
be separated from the class
rooms at night 

The grounds are good for 
picnics and holds the closest 
running track and playground. 

Inside, the stage call c,pen to 
the omnasium or ·...,. 
or bqth. 

'lbe construction budget for 
the school is $4.8. million but 
another $L6 mWlon. was 
needed for ftumshln&& ed-to 
supply quality electrical and 
gas service to the school. 

It WU Dot luqided over tc, a 
general t:ontractor as would be 
done normally, but contracted 
out by the committee, said Mr. 
Porter. Some work 
tendered, some was invi d 
others were hired on an hourly 
rate by the committee. 

The plan was to maximize 
the amount of work done by Six 
Nations community members, 
he said. 

Now as it is finished he said 
there are "equal pa"- of hap
piness, relief and frustration,'' 
flowing through him. 

. The children '"are lauping 
and happy, that makes me 
happy," said Ms. 'Clau& The 
Thomas school is the-secolid of 
three schools pl'Ollitsed after 
the 1989 s~hool sttlb 
parents kept their cluti at 
home to protest tbe a~ 
or~ tn the bUllcibf,. 


