Jay Silverheels
Tonto

dead
at 68

Jay Silverheels, the Six Na-
tions Mohawk actor known to mil-
lions as the Lone Ranger’s compa-
nion Tonto, died early Wednesday
in a California hospital.

Mr. Silverheels, 68, had been a
patient in the Motion Picture and
Television Country House in
Woodland Hills, since Jan. 25, suf-
fering from the effects of a stroke
he suffered 5% years ago.

A family spokesman said
Wednesday afternoon Mr.
Silverheels died of complications
from pneumonia.

Born Harold J. Smith on the
Six Nations Reserve, the famous
athlete and actor was given the
name Silverheels by a Mohawk
tribal elder.

He used it as his stage name,
legally changing his name to
Silverheels in 1971.

Jay Silverheels left Canada in
1933 to play professional lacrosse
and semi-professional hockey in
Hollywood. He was also known for
his boxing expertise.

By 1939 he had turned to films
at the urging of sports-minded ac-
tor Joe E. Brown, first as an extra,

movies: Brokem Arrow, Battle at
Apache Pass and Walk the Proud
Land. :

He is best known for his role
as the Lone Ranger's Indian

Jay Silverheels
Dies in California
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Jay (Tonto) Silverheels led off the 1967 Canada Centennial parade in
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Brantford.

An avid movie-goer from an,
early age, he once said he hated

Once established in Hol-
lywood, he worked unceasingly to
change the screen Indian
stereotype and promote better
roles and opportunities for Indian
actors. '

He founded the Indian Actors’
Workshop, served as a member of

of the Screen Actors’ Guild,
became the first Indian to have a
star placed in Hollywood’s Walk of

Fame last year, and in 1977 w
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Lois Red Elk, who studied

with Mr. Silverheels and acted
with him in two movies, said he

See editorial on Page 4
and pictures on Page 13

“created the atmosphere for In-
dians to get into the industry.”

“Before that, Indian people
had to play props, extras,
background. There just weren't
any Indian people with speaking
parts.”

Mr. Silverheels last visited the
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Six Nations Reserve in 1975,
dividing his time between the
reserve and the Flamboro race
track where he turned his
enthusiasm for harness racing into
therapy to speed his recovery from
a stroke which had left him par-
tially paralysed.

He served as an example for
youngsters growing up on the Six

Nations and New Credit reserves,

with his belief in close family ties
and, like the television character
Tonto, in respect for law and
order.

Clayton Moore, who starred
as the Lone Ranger, described Mr.
Silverheels as ‘‘a perfect
gentleman and a true fighter for
the Indian cause.”

“He was a great man with a

great sense of humor. I am going
to miss him very much.”

Mr: Silverheels is survived by
his wife Mary DiRoma and four
children: Marilyn, Pamela, Karen
and Jay Anthony, all of whom live
in the United States.

As well as brothers Albert and
Hugh who live on the Six Nations
Reserve, Mr. Silverheels also
leaves brothers Cecil of Kenmore,
N.Y., Leslie of Ottawa, and Allen
of Tonawanda, N.Y.

He was predeceased by his
parents, Captain Alexander
George E. and Mable P. Smith;
two brothers and three sisters.

His body will be cremated and -
a memorial service held in Califor-
nia. There is a possibility that a se-
cond memorial service will be
held at a later date in Ohsweken.
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