
eg Hill: he's mad 
fri nd, b b 1.'"_ 1 . Rill revels in ffiii OBSWEKEN - While shining 

on the streets of 8',lff'alo, all 
eipt-year-old Rel Bill could think 
about was becomlnl a millionaire. 

Be never would have ,ueued cig
arettes would one day tum his 
dreams into reality. They would 
transf'orm him from a struallng en
trepreneur into a cunning buainess
man, leaendaly for his ability to out
smart government officials and 
charm anyone who might stand in his 
--,. 

The story of Reg Hill is a classic 
rags-to-riches tale. It's about a man 
who bad almost nothing until he was 
about 40, when cigarettes ignited his 
life. In the last decade he's made mil
lions and become a Canadian legend 
in the process. 

uft home Ill 14 

Around his home at Six Nations, 
Rec Bill is automatically associated 
with cigarettes and gamblin,. His 
name prompts feelin,s of respect 
and fear, praise and betrayal. 

The little boy from Buffalo was no 
amseL With a heart, spade, diamond 
and club tattooed on his knuckles 

d a ciprette in his band, the 14-
,ur-old quit school and left home. 

travelled the prairies with a 
of Gypsies, painting barns to 

Nl'll his keep. 
r bouncing around between 

C ·oos, the 30-year-old Mohawk 
d himlelf in Chicago, dead 

Une lo and alee on 

a e s couc , e was i... ..... on one I set up underground ciprette 
can of soup a day. worb across the countr, a 

Ufe was grim, and be was con- which earned him milli ' 
vinced be was a failure. H~ drank a Canadian officials dualree, 
bottle of whisky and swallowed as sists it is perfectly lepl for 
much Valium as he could ftnd, to tnnsport smokes from p 
hopin, to drift into eternal oblivion. province without paying 

Instead, be vomited for four days "If I was doing aoytbtna 
straight. would have been in jail a 1~ 

He emerged from the experience ago." 
more determined than ever to make The money helped him 
his mark on the world. empire at Six Nations. He says 

He returned to his parents' home longer bas any jets, but be still 
at Six Nations, and in the early lN>s, a collection of motorcycles and 
opened bis own art gallery in He owns about 800 acres of land 
Toronto. a complex known as Tobacco 

Once again, be bad big dreams which he estimates is worth a 
and no money. $500,0007 ::-:· ::::---====-"'=~~:!::JIii~ 

Unable to scrape together $.1,000 
for posten to advertise an upcoming 
show, be approached a cousin for a 
loan. Instead, the cousin ofTered him 
flO cents on top of his costs for every 
carton of cheap cigarettes Mr. Hill 
could ftnd. 


