
ercredi has a big job ahead 
olding native group together 

JackAubry o~,~ 
WIN~G {_ Canada's na­

cbieta proved thla net they 
bold a national political con-
tlon with plenb' ot drama and 

la. 

But where doel that leaY8 the 
Aalembly ol First Natiom1 MOit 
cbiels seemed to agree Wed­
nmday that the country's most 
powerful native group may be a 
bit frazzled by the bitter race, 
but they are in the belt shape 
they have e¥er been since being 
founded in um. 

Having broucbt Su-
katchewan chiela back into the 
fold less than a month ago, the 
assembly now represents a 
united voice for the native cause. 

llllillllliiiiiiiii..;;;~~::.::'..::.._ __ .=-And the new national cbiel, 

Ovide Mercredl - comldered to 
be a hardliner when dealing 
with Ottawa-wantatbe respect 
or the Toiy government in any 
future deeUnp in order to re­
ftect lta new credlbtllt,. 

"We are very skeptical about 
our relatlombip in thla country 
became our hiltoiy bu not been 
a very poaitlve one. We are not 
taking the prime minister or any­
one at their word," be aid. 

"It la very natural tor us to be 
pesaiml5ttc about any an­
nouncement by this govern­
ment." 

Mercredi told the chlels at the 
convention's closing Wednelday 
that the auembly bu IO Car only 
ldenWled the issues that need 
to be addreued - Ir, now time 
to ftnd aolutiom, be aid. 

He promised to meet soon 
with the ftve candidates who ran 
apllllt him and with reglonal 
cbief'I to deYelop a "program or 
actiOll" tor the UNmbly. 

Dan Gupe, campaign 
manacer tbr llobawk auer Mllre 
Mitchell, aid wtllle aome 
wound, need to be healed, they 
are not NriOUI.. It WU not lllre 
aome put conventlom in wtuch 
entire provincial deleptlona 
walked out oltbe auembly. 

The auembly'1 requirement 
that a candidate mult aet 80 per 
cent ol the vote to win ended up 
ovtnc Mercredl a decisive 
vlctol)' over Phil Fontaine in the 
lourth ballot, rather than a vir­
tually hung a11embly In the 
third. That helped uni~ the .. 
aembly rather than leaving It -­
riOUlly aplll 

1be 45-,-r-old lawyer la pro­
miaine to be a hanc»Gll cbiel 
who will partalre in any civil db­
obedience action It ubd by the 
communlt, Involved. 

Mercredl allo aid be wanta 
the ...mbly to control the na­
tive acenda. not any radical 
group or "botheadl" that ma1re 
up a amal1 mlnorlt, ol the native 
population. To do 10, Mercredl 
realllel be mult make the u­
Nmbly relevant to the mOlt re­
mote communltl-. 

"1be fact aa. Dldloml CIIIIDl­
..uan 
acU 

llenndl 
front with the people oltbe 
munitiea ... that will bol,eft;~ 
be a deterrent to the more 
itant lactlona," he said. 

In hll acceptance .,_._ 
Mercredi warned Indian Amllll 
Minister Tom Siddon that 
"one ~ nut" When banded 
note Crom Siddon in EmGDIII 
aaldnc him to call, be j 
asked the crowd It be 
bother. 

He later aald be will 
with elders before meetmc 
any government mini.__ 

While the conventlan 
many otthe trappings or a 
man's political tree-tor-all. 
were 10me dlat1nct dffl•-LI 

For one, the candidate 
spent the least amount of 
- Mercredl spent about ~IINII 
- and with the llllall 
twrace ended up wtnnme, 

And using campat111 11111-. 
Crom the white-man'• poll 
system ended up C01UD1 a 
didateNVeralvotel,lf 
election. 

Fontaine bad u 
ben in 11111J apau. 11114 
campalcn -
bodnuardl In daal .......... 

llllta. cellular -­
poatera -


