
Great Law is message 
. OHSWEKEN-Iteeemaftttlngtbatthe of pe~ice · 
Boclenosaunee belln the 800th ,ear of the a 
-Columbus voyace from Europe by reciting 
the ICal: 1anere1era1mwa OI' Great Law. __ _ . _ • .,., 1 ;; . 

During the period since 18 the Enc- . ·; 
llah Janguace bu become the language of Rlcharcl G. ' , . 
diplomacy. With that In mind, this recital Green 
of the Great Law wl1l be abared Ill English ._ ________ _,....a.a 
because Its message of peace ls for all 
buman 1>elngs who live on Mother Earth. Europeans deslrlng freedom from the tyr-

Loosely tramlated from Mohawk, Kai: mi;r:, m~ ~~eir ·---·t lanereeerallowa really means "the great, av..---
very goodness." In English jargon, Divine ls by counsel of the sages; there ls no force, 
Ethics would be cloee, since the Great Law no prilCJll, no offlcen to compel obedience, 
ls really a code of divine ethics. or Inflict p1mlshment." 

English taw ls based on propertJ but 'lbe format for the ftve-day talk, which 
the Great Law b based on people; how you ends on Sunday, Includes a 'J.banklClvlng 
..-nd bow you behave. It ls a people-law address followed by each dally topic. At
c:lellneatlng relaUonsblps with earthlings ternoon sessions Include discussion and 
~ llvinc spirits.It wasglwm to the people answer periods and evening socials are 
by the Creator which makes It Divine. It also planned. Topics Include the historical 
does not lmpoae a rellglon nor doaa..lt re- narrative of the Peacemaken presence 
atrlct religious freedom. am e Onkwehonwe, the healing of the 

When Iroquois student Benjamin Fran- • M1J".toa1-11&tlons, the founding of the 
kiln counselled 1bomas Jeff'enon on confl ration and the Constitution. A 
Ontwehonwe ideology, the con~t of c:ovenant between the chiefs, the 
chec:b .and balances between legislative, role and duties of clan mothen, national 
judlclal and executive branches of govern- offtclals, the Big Names, Pine Trees, Run
ment were quickly adopt.eel by America's· nen aftd deputies will also be recited. 
fC)IIJlcJlng fathers. 'lbe. Iroquois use of the On the flftb. day the presentation con
people's op~on In governance and prac- eludes by a focus on rights and freedoms 
tise ot natural rights ~ welcomed by of the people, ldnshlp regulations, roles of 

wornenldnd, mankind, faith lreeper, and 
the relationsblp of the people t.o the Circle 
Wampum and the Al:lonwatha belt. 

A speellen panel and committee con
sists of: Jacob 1bomu, office of Tel~ 
honwet.oa, Sandpiper au,~ Nation; 
Richard Maracle, office otRutewlmeron
tba, Bear aan, Mohawk Nation; Robert 
Jamieson, ofllce ol'l'nmslator, Six Nations 
Confederacy Council of ChlefL Andrew 
Fuller ls workshop moderator and Ozzie 
steats ls ~rdlnat.or of actlYlties for this 
ewmt. 

The Great Law worbbop wu lnltiat.ed 
by a request from Iroquoian band coundls 
at a summit meeting with Confederacy 
a.lets In April, 1991, et Gibson ReNrve. 
8pomored jointly by S!.x Nation,, Tymdl
nqa and Gibson, inquiries have come 
ffom British Columbia, Saslratdlewan and 
the U.S. 

Metal folding chain will be provided et 
Obswelmn Hell but vlslton cm bring their 
own. Altbouch cameras and tape recorden 
are not allowed, visit.on wishing t.o talm 
notes can do so. · · 


