Great Law 1s message
o Of PEACCE

~ -Columbus voyage from Europe by reciting
the Kai: ianereserakowa or Great Law.
During the period since 1492 the Eng-
lish language has become the language of | RichardG.
diplomacy. With that in mind, this recital Green
s e apnten T oo
ause its m e of peace r :
human beings who live on Mother Earth. mm‘%mﬁ“mmem
Loosely translated from Mohawk, Kai: amgm Franklin: “All their government
ianereserakowa really means “the great, h
very goodness.” In English jargon, Divine is by counsel of the sages; there is no force,
Ethics would be close, since the Great Law 10 Prison, no officers to compel obedience,
is really a code of divine ethics. or }ﬁiﬁpmﬁfﬁf a talk, which
English law is based on property but rmat ve-day wing

includes a Thanksgi
the Great Law is based on people; how you €nds on Sunday,
are and how you behave. It is a people-law address f°11°;'°d ?g cleagh mpic- Afi
] ‘relationships with earthlings ternoon sessions include ion. 4
and living spirits. It was given to the people answer periods and evening soc i
by the Creator which makes it Divine, It 2lso planned. Topics include the histori
does not impose a religion nor does it re- . narrative of the Peacemakers presence
strict religious freedom. am e Onkwehonwe, the healing of the
When Iroquois student Benjamin Fran- ra-nations, the founclinfi of th:
Klin counselled Thomas Jefferson on confederation and the Constitution.
Onkwehonwe ideology, the concept of Peace covenant between the chiefs, the
checks and balances between legislative, role and duties of clan mothers, national
judicial and executive branches of govern-  officials, the Big Names, Pine Trees, Run-
ment were quickly adopted by America’s ners and deputies will also be recited.
f fathers. The Iroquois use of the On the fifth day the presentation con-
people’s opinion in governance and prac- cludes by a focus on rights and freedoms
tise of natural rights were welcomed by of the people, kinship regulations, roles of

womankind, mankind, faith keepers and
the relationship of the people to the Circle
Wampum and the Ai:ionwatha belt.
A speakers panel and committee con-
honm‘ of: Jacobsmp'll'homas, office of Teio-
weton, per Clan, Cayuga Nation;
Richard Maracle, office of Rastewenseron-
tha, Bear Clan, Mohawk Nation; Robert
Jamieson, office of Translator, Six Nations
Confederacy Council of Chiefs. Andrew
Fuller is workshop moderator and Ozzie
;vSt:lt: is co-ordinator of activities for this

The Great Law workshop was initiated
by a request from Iroquoian band councils -
at a summit meeting with cy
Chiefs in April, 1991, at Gibson Reserve.
Sponsored jointly by Six Nations, Tyendi-
naga and Gibson, inquiries have come
from British Columbia, Saskatchewan and
| the U.S.

i Metal folding chairs will be provided at
Ohsweken Hall but visitors can bring their
own. Although cameras and tape recorders
are not allowed, visitors wishing to take
notes can do so. — i il g
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