
desc~ption is impossible 
and maccurate.) 

In some tribes, if some­
one admired something the 
owner gave it to the ad~r 
If good will existed a · 
Native would give ~ gift to a 
person. If something 
happen~ to destroy that 
g~ wdl or friendship, the 
~at1ve would take back the 
gift. 

made it more than it truly 
was. 

The term "Indian giver" 
has to do with honor 
~dians were great glft 
givers. If the person 
receiving the gift did 
something that was dishon­
orable or otherwise brought 

It was a basic, simple 
act, totally misunderstood 
by the Europeans who 
thought it was terrible and 

shame, the giver could ask -
for th~ gift to be returned. 
Th_e giver did not want to be 
guilty by association. 

In the Indian culture on 
die East Coast. you could 
~w" a tool, use it and 
Jetum it in the Golden Rule 
tradition. 

When the settlers arrived, 
lbey brought with them tools 
aever before seen by the 
ladians, who borrowed them 
according to local tradition. 
When the item was returned, 
however, the Indian was 
jailed for "stealing" - and 
in one.case, hanged. 

WbeD Uie Indian .would 
.. live" an item to someone 

--- it was praised or 
iieeded, the settlers com-,._ned when the owner 
wanted it back - hence the 
term "Indian giver.''. 
· By the same token, 
~ had no knowledge 
of "oq,hans," since a child 
who losl its pare.nts was 
automatically cared for by 
.- . As time went on, 
IICI Faglish-style work 
11ouses were established for 

orphans and old widows, the 
Indians were not able to 
comprehend such callous­
ness. 

Far from being savages, 
the Indians had a culture that 
lived with the land for the 
benefit of all. Different, yes; 
worse_, no! 

Perhaps the white settlers 
used the phrase "Indian 
giver" with each other whe1' 
giving something they 
expected back, just as they . 
knew that when their 
government gave land to the 
Indians, the government 
would eventually take it 
back. 

The same could be said 
for "Indian" being used as a 
synonym for bogus or false, 
for the supposed valuables 
given to the Indians in· trade 

were often things that had 
little or no value to the 
whites who had given them. 
With the passage of time, 
the victims were blamed 
with these false labels. 

The expression "Indian 
_ giver" refers to the early 

U.S. government giving Ian 
to the Indiaris through 
signed treaties, then break­
ing the treaties. It happened 
over and over again, from 
one end of the country to th 
other until nobody could 
trust the government 
treaties. 

The expression "Indian 
giver" does not insult 
American Indians, but 
points to the early U.S. 
government's and settlers' 
wrongdoing. I hope you'll 
print this for "Proud 
Shoshone" as a step toward 
righting some ~ro~~~-


