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From July 29 to Aug. 5, I was at 
the 1995 North American Indige­
nous Games in Blaine, Minn. It 
was a very interesting and enter­
tainins eight days. 

The idea for a large scale In­
digenous Games was conceived 
at a meeting of the National Indi­
an Athletic Association in Reno, 
Nevada, some years ago. A few 
yean later, Willie Littlechild of 
the Cree Nation, Alberta, intro­
duced the concept at the World 
Qmference of Indigenous People 
btGel)eva, Switzerland. 

The first North American ln­
diaenous Games was attempted 
In 1990 at Edmonton, Alta. There 
were contests of archery, canoe­
illl, rifle shooting, swimming, 
ttack and field, soccer, baseball 
and a rodeo. About 3,000 athletes 
from many flnt nations, includ­
'81 Cree, Blood, Pelgan, Black­
foot. Sioux. Sarcee, Metia and 

hlllilllDrk. took part. 
4,400 albletea desc:ended 

Prince Albert, Suk., to take 
In the 1993 Games. 

Natives s ow pn e 
at Indigenous Games 

The 1995 games drew more 
than 8,000 people. Of this num­
ber, about 500 came from On­
tario. The largest contingent -
some 1,300 athletes- came from 
Alberta. Saskatchewan with 900 
was next. Manitoba, B.C. and the 
host state, Minnesota, also were 
well represented with about 500 
athletes apiece. 

Even such far-flung places as 
the Yukon and North West Terri­
tories had dozens of native ath­
letes present. 

Each participant proudly wore 
their team colors so it was easy to 
tell where each one was from. For 
example, Team Arizona was 
dressed in bright red while Team 
Ontario's warm-up jackets were 
blue and white. 

It was a very stirring sight at 
the opening ceremonies when all 
the teams marched into the Na­
tional Sports Centre Stadium. Be­
sides their team signs, many 
groups identified themselves as 
Cree, Chippewa, Akwesasne Mo­
hawk, Six Nations and Mde­
wakanton Sioux. 

Some groups were led by 
drummers and slnprs who were 
dreued In tndltlonal clothes and 
wore various styles of feathered 
beaddlil!IHI 
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