Joseph Brant’'s position of leadership was not an inherited one.
When the Six Nations was formed the government of the league
was placed in the hands of fifty sachems, divided among the
members. These positions became hereditary and were passed
through the female line. Brant’s mother was not of this
aristocracy and as a result, he had to achieve his status as a

leader by his military exploits and by promoting the public good
of his people.




