Importance of family
emphasized by circles

By Elizabeth Meen
Expositor Staff A TR

NEW CREDIT — The round
dance told the story behind
this year’s Three Fires Home-
coming Powwow and Tradi-
tional Gathering.
~ A circle of native dancers
surrounded an inner circle of
visitors, symbolizing families
in the largest circle of all, the
human race.

Let the family circle be un-
broken, said speaker Walter
Cooke, who was host to a Satur-
day evening forum on the
theme of family circles at New
Credit’s eighth annual’ pow-
Wow.

In the afternoon, Cooke
urged all visitors join the
‘round dance, and be welcomed
bythelr hosts:

“If you live in a circle you
to respect that, respect all
seople. It all comes with the
ew Credit territory.”

The dance provides a spe-
invitation to those born
it of Canada, then those born
atside of Ontario, to link
s. It ends with visitors and
5ts shaking hands as the two
es rotate opposite ways.

- The powwow attracted
bout 3,000 people over two

leitors of all ages enjoyed
_ friendly atmosphere, con-
8, food and craft booths and
paditional feast.

- The gathering is named
er the Three Fires treaty be-
the Ojibway, Pottawato-

ed participant in the
ribal dance, which cele-
es the peaceful coexis-
e of native peoples. She
nong more than 100
5, but she didn’t sit out
‘the 10 traditional

Wearing traditional drm, Ryan Burnham, 3, of R1
Ohsweken takes part in an inter-tribal dance Saturday
at the Three Fires Powwow on the New Credit Reserve.

The Six Nations resident said beat even as she sat to rest
she gets to every powwow she Then, with a quick swig of her
can. She tapped one foot to the Pepsi. she was back in the circle.



