rue to his words, Peter
showed up at the land
try office Wednesday to
y transfer his house and
rty to the Mohawk peo-

- controversial figure at
ntre of a garden growing
nd has given up all
, to his Gilkison Street
to the Mohawk people

awk nation in return

deed to the property at
n was handed over

——— e

In the spring, Cooke began
building what he calls a com-
munity garden behind his
house in a city park. It grows

different and nontradi-

~ tional species including vari-

- eties of tobacco, vegetable

plants, sunflowers, cone flow-

ers and many plants consid-
ered weeds.

On Wednesday, an Inukshuk
— a traditional rock sculpture
— was built in the garden by
Inuit artist David Ruben to
bless the area before it was
turned over to the Mohawks.

“The structure was built to
mark the area,” Ruben said.
“It’s a gift to the new property
owners.”

The cairns are used by Inuit
people as landmarks to denote
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Photos by Brian Thompson, Expositor Stat

perty to Mohawk representative
Andrew “Ozzie” Staats Wednesday night. :

Ozzie Staats, who was ap-

' pointed by the Mohawk Nation
to sign the legal papers regard-
ing the land transfer, said the

future of the property hasn't
been decided.

“The chiefs, clan mothers

and Mohawk peopl. .

prorf oo agued o < e
While no decision has been

taken, one of the possibilities is

that a Mohawk may move into

the house to care for

:ari?i and guard the

Phil Monture, director of
land research for the Six Na-
tions band, said Cooke’s prop-
erty and the Gilkison area is in
the process of being claimed as
native. ek




Inuit artist David Ruben Pigtoukun stands beside the Inuk-
shuk (stone cairn) which he made Wednesday.
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