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CINDER JOE BECOMES KING

A l)ng tinc ag> there was a
fermer who had threce sons. The
twd 2lder ones were finc strap-
ping young fcllows, but proud and
envious, while thc youngest one
was=smail ané dclicate, but kind
and gentlce The twd older boys
laughed at hin and tcased hinm,
never allowed him to pley with
them, and ncver took him anywherc
with theny thcy called him Cinder
Joc because he weas always sitting
.-at homec-amongst the cinders.

- '‘Now it happencd that the King

~died suddenly, and it was announ-
ced throughout thc rcalm that
.everyonc was to gather in the
royael park onc evcning at sunset,
when it would bc decided who was
to be the next Kinge S> the twd
older brothecrs put on their best
elothes and sct off for the royal
park. Cindcr Joe wantcd to g3
with them, but thcy would not-let
himel
273 "We would be thoroughly as-
~hamed of you,' thcy saids !'Stay
at home amongst the cinders -
that's wherc you belong!’

But hc followed unseen sine
distance bchind them. When he
arrived at thc royal park he was
afraid his brothcrs wduld notice

him and send him home, 80 he crept

into a pigsty where no onc: could
sece hin.

When it was time for choosing

a new King, thc crown was laid on
the top of a little hillock, and

all the beclls in the pelace began
to ring. Suddecnly,; thc crown. rosc
slowly int> thc eiry, hovercd high
.over the heads d>f the' peoplc, and

finally sank lower and lower until

it came to thc pigsty, where it
vanished from the crowd.

‘ Bveryone rushcd up to the
pigsty t> sc¢ what had happened;
and there they found Cinder Joe
with the erown 2n his hecadi ' They
carricd hinm outside and cvcryonc

hailed him as the new King who had

beeén callcd to the thronce.

I

Then they carricd him in triunph
to the palacc, ‘hut the twd.proud
brothcrs crept quictly honc, t22
ashancd to show their faces. For
it is not important how proud and
strong you nay be, but rathér how
gdo2d and kind-hearted you arec.
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