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CALUMET (The Piperof Peace)

The ceremonial long-stemmed pipe .
of the North Amcrican Indiens was often.
called the ""peace pipc'' of the Great’
Pipees Its importancec was- scnscc by its
presence on many occasions, both for - -
peace and for war,

Before sectting out on a journey or
hunting expedition it was used to assure
successs oSmoking the, calumet was thought
to bring about good weather.conditions
or rain, whichcver was nceded. It was
also used to banish an cnemy.

chrcsentﬂtlvcs of different tribes
smoked the peace pipe when . seallng - B
peacc pact, or assuring their fricndship.

Not only was it smoked for peacc, victory

and good —— but it could mean war should
the feathers on its stem be painted red.

Dances were given in honor of this
Great Pipe. The Calumet Dance was given
for the French cxplorers coming into the
Mississippi Valley:as the Indians re-
ceived themd!, | Ol

When General John Chgrlcs Fremont ,
callecd "The!Pathfinder’, crossed the
continent carrying the flag, it/ showed
a bundle of arrows. . To thc Indians this
mcant war, and so. he soon:changed it to
arrows, crossed with the calumet in the
talons of an eagle.  The Indians then
accepted him as a fricnd, - e

_.The calumet at first was just a '

bundle of reeds which was considered sa-
cred. | Later the bundle was combined
with a pipe bowl in which to burn tobacco
to their Gods. The Indians felt the
Gods accepted the smoke from the calumet

Though the Indians did smoke some
tobacco, it was generally reserved for
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bring about cures of diseascs or good
~~“fortune;and was also nsed to seal tre—
aties.
| Indians’ dld not 1ike tobacco in the
straight form, and 'so théy ‘sometimes
mixec it with bark and herbs, Another
reeson for mixing it may have been be-
ause it was scarce, 1
‘The ‘shaft of the calumet was gen—
erally carved from wood -and ‘could be
very decoratives ., For decorations the .
Indians. used\a variety of things: fea-
hcrs, sklns, bird heads, beads, and
quills. . Sometimes even the bowl was
hlghly carved.hv ol 358

~PIPE BOWL - QE—
Many plpes were made of-a red clay
stone found in Southwest Minnesota,
where Pipestone Cuarry is now., An early
traveler by the name of George Catlin
noted the stone. From this comes the

name “catlinite" for thc clay.

TOM/AHAWK
{ . Some peace ] plUOS were & combination
of hatchet and pipe with the hatchet on
one-side-of-the- hcad*and the-plpe bowl~
on the other. /

The well-known expr0531on bury
the hatchet® comes from when tribes
scttled disagrcements between themsclves
or bectween white man‘and"Indians. The
blade of the pipe-tomahawk was placed
in the earth before the pipe was lighted.
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ceremonidl purposes. It was used to
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