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THE SHTPHERD AND THE DWARF

A great many years agd thcre
lived a poor shcpherd who had se-
ven sheepy which ba grazed on a
high mountain slopes’ One day he
was leaning on-his-erook and
thinking of~his children at home,
for times werehard, 'and hec was
VETYy DPOOTe :

Speaking quietly to hinself,
he nurmuredy "My p23r children, 1f
only I could give 'you cndugh to .
eat every dayl"

Scarcely had the words left
his lips when a little. dwarf stood
before him, with-ared.cap ond a
long straggly:béard. "Cone with
me, " said thc dwarf, "and I will
show you s8»aething worth secing."
So the shepherd £2llowed hin.

Now thc ' dwarf was.holding a
root in his-hand, and the shcp-
herd went 'after him until he came
to a halt atithe fdot Ofia steep
cliff.- Threc time¢s-he.raised the
root and struck the rock, and it
split open with a 'clap.of thunder,
revealing a dcep dark cavc. The
dwarf steppcd inside, followed by
the shepherde. :

At the back of the ecave burnt
g8 firc, wherc many-sooty~faccd
dwarfs were at work, forging all
sorts of costly and beautiful
things out of gold - crowns and
chains, rings and bowls, ‘cups and
benglese - The shepherdts eycs al-
most poppcd out of -his head at “the
sight of so much gold. "Take'as
much as you want," ;said the dwarf,
"hut don't forgct the most impor-
tant thing of all."+ So 'saying, he
1aid the root on' the ground and
vanished. .

The shephcrd had no nccd to
be told twice, hut ‘stuffcd all his
pockets with z>1d and sct off home
The moment he sct foot outside the
-eave, the rocks clapped together
with another pcal of thunder.

' The gold cnabled the poor:

shepherd to buy food and shoes and
crothing for hie children for some
time, but at last these godod times

came to an end. Day after day

he wandcred up and down the cliff
face looking for the entrance to
the cave, but the mountain remai-
ned elosed for ever, for he had
forgotten the most important thing
of all - the magic root,

s sfeste ok sk 3k sk 3 ook ok sk Kk K Ok K sk ok ook s sk
COPY THE FLOWER

R T Tl L ahd T THofAsE
I AR

.”‘ \ r

(7 P’ !'

7
—— . h
) 3 k
VR
g }\i/' i
' |

T

1
1
'
+

—tt

\ \)é
\T]/i
D/

|
{

DI . .S

DOT TIME
2 ’ /
5 4 % “
17
3
«Jo




