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U.S. forces in gulf 
8J Vlclcl While, Ex~-Slaff ~ / . , 

OBSWEICEN - Last summer, Mo­
b confronted members of the 

Qmedian forces in the Oka conflict. 
: Thia winter, Mohawks are working 
Wcte by side with those forces in the 
lten(an Gulf. 
: At least seven me1J1bers of the Six 

atlons community are fighting with 
United States and ean.«Uan forces in 
the Gulf war. 

AndllUIIIY others are at home waltlne 
amdously for their tum. 

. Ra.v mu. a Mohawk. aerved with the 
U.S. navy during the Vietnam war. Bl• 
21-,ear-old daughter, Laurie, ii now on 
a U.S. repair ship near Saudi Arabi&. 

"My grandfather served in the Flnt 

World-War, - my grandaaa. be'I four 
• be'• a real navy man," l8ic:I Mr. Hill, 
band councillor. . 
"You can't talDe that out of your 

-..i,blood." 
'J'be Hills are aniy aae example of 

._, Six Nations families who have a 
lolll tradition of mllltaly serrice. 

1be Iroquois-a union of six nations, 
lndudlng the Mohawti - had a well­
reapected military i.putatlon before 
Europeans arrived in North America. 

RoleNpNled 
During the American · R.i9olution 
~ were loyal and powerfpl allies of . 
the British, a role repeated in the War 
of 1812. 

'Ibey contlnued to enlist In vast num­
bers for the P'lnt and Second world 
wan and the Vietnam War. Now tt.,re's 
• tn the Middle Eat; 

About 12,700 native people eurrently 
_,,. In the U.S. armed forces. 

JIID)' are Canadian. 
' It Is difficult to get 11.mllar figures for 

tlll9 Canadian forces. 
A spokesman for the Department of 

National Defense said they don't keep 
tract of intormation regarding race or ... ' 

Hugh Taylor, former president of the 
National Indian Veterans Allociatioa, 
said about 4,000 native people served 
with the Canadian forces in the First 
World War and more than 11,000volun­
teered for the Second World War. 

Laird Christie, an anthropoloa pro­
teaor at Wilfrid Lauder University, 
said native people ma, be pranptecl to 
join the forces becaUle tbe,v ,have a 
cloae bond with the Crown, now repre­
sented by the permnent of Omada. 

In addition, mllitmy servl~ ls a 
career that ~ be more appeaHng to 
people who live In remote areas or don't 
have much formal education. 

"It' hunch ii that the armed fbrces 
have provided for Indian people in re­
mote or isolated communities a way to 
get up and out," he said. 

Since the Six Nations people origi­
nally lfved In upper New York state 
they .still have many ties to the U.S. and 
may be more likely than non-natives to 
'VOiunteer for the American forces. 

Bob Johnson, a .Mohawk who was in 
the. U.S. marines during the Vietnam 
war, said that will probably conUnue in 
the next generation. 

Mr. Johnson, community health serv­
ices director for Six Nations, said his 
two teeftage sons watched Canadian sol­
. diers line up against armed Mobawb 
during the Oka conflict. 

"It' boys aren't too keen on joining 
tbe Canadian forces - I won't tell you 
what they say about it. · · 

"'lbey're interested In the American 
forces," he said, noting that neither son 
has chosen a career. . · 

Ray Hill went to Oka and was 
angered by the 'actions of Canadian 
Armed Forces personnel. 

But he does not feel Individual sol-
diers were at fault · 

"I have problems with the prime 
minister and how he does things, but I 
don't hold It against the Canadian sol­
diers because they're just doing what 
they're told, and the army is just doing 
what the mment " ·· 


