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line for a hard-line Mohawk

faction in ons to end

armed in Quebec.
“We are

our
sovereignty,” said Karistano-
ron, a spokesman for the Mo-
hawk Nation Office at the
Kahnawake reserve, where Mo-
hawk Warriors have barri-
caded the Mercier bridge.
“We're not asking permis-
sion. ... “We no longer want to
live under their (white) rules.”
Traditionalists within the
and organization
that includes chiefs, clan
moﬂntsm@ﬂnlohkam
riors, are demanding recogni-
tion as an autonomous nation
wl&lhmnmtﬂn-

to ugl:;e the Quebec police
who been 4
tions in Oka and at Kahnawake,

south of Montreal,
failed police raid on an Oka
barricade July

arrested

tors.

Mohawks who refuse to rec-
ognize Canadian law see their
economic future in super bingo
and the sale of cigarettes
smuggled tax-free from the
United States.

“Since we, the Mohawk Na-
tion, are not under Quebec or
Canadian jurisdiction,” the Mo-
hawk Nation Office affirmed
Tuesday, “we refuse to pay tax
or royalties to any foreign
governments.”

It's not clear if traditional-
ists outnumber more moderate
band members. : j

Both are represented in on-
going talks with federal and
provincial representatives to
end blockades at the Mercier
bridge and Oka, Que.

“We are not aware of these
demands so we can make no
comments on them,” said fed-
eral negoﬁatorBumrdBi:y.

odds with the federal govern-
ment’s obligation to uphold law
and order.

“What this is, in fact, is a sep-
aratist crisis,” said Michael
Bliss, a history professor at the
University of Toronto.

But simply standing by and
letting the Mohawks secede:
“can't be tolerated or you
would have chaos.”

To uphold respect for law
and order, the government
would be “absolutely com-
pelled to enforce the laws of
Canadla on Canadian territory,”

Mohawks say there is far more
at stake.

The band had a right to pro-
tect what it considers their terri-
tory, said Karistanoron.

The Mohawk constitution —
an agreement called the Gay-
anerekowa dates back 1,000
years, long before the coloniza-
tion of North America and the
Canadian Constitution, Karistan-
oron said.

“It is under our constitution
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