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OTTAWA - Mohawk land 
claims In Quebec were rejected 
twice before natives resorted to 
armed insurrection, federal In­
dian AfFalrs Department records 
show. 

Now they're back at the bar­
pining table. 

Recent Supreme Court of 
Canada rulings, new-found 
political clout and increased 
militancy - witnessed in the 
armed barricades at Oka, Que .. 
and acroas the country - have 
changed the rules forever, say 
native leaders ancl lepl ob-
servers. · 

Instead of waitln& years fQr 
Ottawa to negotiate land claims, 
natives are getting action "based 
on how much you can yell how 
much noise can you make:' said 
Robert Groves, special adviser to 
the Native Council of Canada 
which represents non-status 
Matis and Indians living off re­
lelVeS. 

"That's what happened at 
Ob." 

As well, he said, Mohawks 
"1'e getting a lot of support 
sponian.ousty" from other na­
tive bands f'tustrated by ftgbting 
with Ottawa. 

The pemment deals with 
only six claims at a time and 
there are more than 300 claims 
outstanding. Natives suggest 
there may be as many as 1,000 
more being developed. 

Since 1973, only 44 cases have 
been resolved. 

"la the meantime, <native> 
unities are falling apart," 

said. 
lndlridual bands are 

~the 
am-

o Supreme Court o 
~lada decisions last May were 
a turning point in land claims," 

said Haymar Foster, an assoclat.e 
aw professor at the Universlb' 

of Victoria. 
'lbe Sparrow case Involved a 

.C. native who used a ftshlng 
t larger than allowed by law. 
e court ruled that aboriginal 

shlng, land and hunting rights 
uperseded later laws limiting 

net size, in effect saying Ottawa 
ust justit, any laws that in­

on native aboriginal 
ts. 

In the Sioui case, a native bad 
fined for cutting saplings 

for a "sweat lodge" religiout 
ceremony in a 'Quebec: park. 
court ruled a mo-,ear.old tree 
with HUlOll JmUana wo~ prec 
dence ewer park laws enactN 
later, so Ottawa cannot create 
laws that qverrule estabU,iiea 

ties an4 agreements. • 
· The ~o.ns have -1• rui­
tives more legal anununltloa 
while weakening the ~ 
ment's defences, Foeter iak1 

And Manitoba New Democrti 
Elijah Harper's succesdul 11 
hour stand against the M-* 
Lake constitutional deal ~ 
June was a unexpected show cl 
strength on the political t'toi1t. 

So it's no surprise, Foate., 
said, that natives have also be: 
come increasingly a,gress1Ye 14 
pur,ulng their land claims. 
~i dld we expect?" 

asked. Natiws have leamecl 
governments -pay no attentloa 
until they start laying -down hi 
&ont of bulldolers." 

Direct confroatation bas p~ 
tTecU 

iii; or e, 
con Indians erected a bloc 
last year stopping aeeeu to 111 
wells to draw attention to a ~ 
year-old elalm to a larger re,, 
serve. Until then, the goWt 
ment . considered the Lubl 
claim merely an "anticlpa 
claim" from an isolated comm 
nlty and there were ne immecfi': 
ate plans to begin negotlatfom; 
Indian Affairs records shQw. _ 

But the highly publicize« 
blocQde brought a quick 
to ~ that eventually Imo 
Alberta Premier Doll Getty. Tia 
talks broke off ~ month ariJt 
the Lublcons ate coasideri'fft 
another barricade. 

In Oka. the Mohawks DUJde 
land claim in 1975 for a 
chunk of the province -
cally "all of SOUU.U Olutblll!S 
including Quebec Cit¥, said 
Potter, director general of 
prehensive claims for India. 
fairs. It was rejected. 

A later, smaller clahp 
ject.ed hi 1986 included the 
puted land at Oka where natl 
have set up barricades. 

In its IUDUlUll'Y of tbe statui 
of land claims Indian &10111:11. 

listed the Mohawk claims-• 
aolvecl" after tederal fteeotiilj_. 
rejected them. 

'1be claims did not meet 
of the govenimellt'a key mi...., 
for aboriginal hmd-:oeeaoab 
of the territory since ti1he' t. 
m 


