Most native people
see little reason
to run in election
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Elijah Harper has inspired an
unprecedented number of native
people to run in Manitoba’s pro-
vincial election, but not in On-
tario’s Sept. 6 vote.

The New Democratic Party is
alone among the three major
parties with a native candidate
vying for a seat at Queen'’s Park.
Peter North, from the Oneida na-
tion, is running in Elgin riding.

“There are a number of differ-
ences between Ontario and
Manitoba,” said Joe .Miskoko-
mon, grand chief of the Union of
Ontario Indians, a native lobby
group representing 44 bands.

Less appealing

“The proportion of native
people to non-natives in Mani-
toba is far higher than in On-
tario,” which would make it less
appealing for a native politician,
he said.

Mr. Miskokomon believes
there are only three Ontario rid-
ings with “a significant propor-
tion” of native people in the elec-
torate. One of these is Brant-
Haldimand, which has no native
candidate.

Graham Smith, a . Libéral
party supporter who lives on the
Six Nations Reserve, said that
after having land claims ignored
for years the community has
come to associate the provincial
government with racism and op-
pression.

He believes that is “99 per
cent of the reason” that no native

people have run in past elec-
tions.

“If there was somethmg done

where the native people felt
positive recognition from the
government, then I think they’d
be much more interested in run-
ning.

“It's changing now, not only
with the provincial but also the
federal government, but it's not
going to be done tomorrow. It's
going to take time.” -

Mr. Smith, who describes him-
self as a “senior-citizen plus
some,” said he would have con-
sidered running if he was
younger.

Mr. Miskokomon suggested
several other reasons for native
people not being interested in

" provincial politics.

Native bands signed their
treaties with the federal govern-
ment and have fought to deal
only with Ottawa, he said. “To
run in the election would be rec-
ognizing the provincial govern-
ment.”

Question of power

He also questioned the politi-
cal power a native pohtlcmn
would have.

“So we elect one Indian. What
is that Indian supposed to do"
Does that give us any more
power within the government?”

In the 1985 provincial elec-
tion, the Union of Ontario Indi-
ans encouraged several native
people to run for nomination.
None was chosen.

“It takes a lot of effort to do
that, and since then we've been
recovering. It takes a lot of time,
energy and money — money that
Indian people don't have,” said
Mr. Miskokomon.



