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OHSWEKEN - A few weeks ago I was 
'Veil a large red butt.on with the word 

.-e:to (say-go> written on it. Thia means 
hello in the Mohawk language. These but
tons had been prepared for the students 
In the Mohawk immersion program on the 
Six Nations Relerve. 1bey wore them 
when they went to visit the Cayuga immer
sion students. 'lbe Cayuga kids wore but
tons with the word sge:no (scanno) on them. 

I wore the button a few days later when 
I went Into Hamilton. Ali I was leaving a 
_. dnJg store, tbe)'OUDC lady behind the 
C4llh register asked me what that strange 
word on my button ,aid. When I told her, 
she was delighted and repeated it several 
times to get lt right. A week later when I 
happened to be In the same store she rec
ognized me and said "se:ko" as I came up 
to the register. It made me feel good to 
hear a non-native proudlJ greeting me In 
Mohawk. 

When I wu growing up, I learned a few 
native words but m,y parents' generation 
felt the disapproval of non-native Canadi
ans tbward the native languages. We were 
no longer strapped for speaking our Ian-

Our Town 
George 
Beaver 

cuages In school but it certalnly wun't en
couraged by the Department of Indian Af
ra1n. However, one of m,y teachen at Six 
Nations School No. 7 taught us one or two 
Mohawk hymns. Her name wu Miss Mary 
Jamieson and she may have been a descen
dant of the White Woman of the Geneaee 

'lbe White Woman of the Genesee wu 
called that by the settlers because she 
lived ·by the Genesee River In New York 
State. Her name was Mary Jemison and 
she had been taken captive during the 
French and Indian wars by the French who 
were attacking British settlements. She 
wu adopted by a Seneca Indian family at 
about age 10 and was treated so weU tha~ 
she remained with the natives all her life. 
With her long blond hair, she stood out 
from her dark-haired Seneca sisters. 

ApparenUy, Mary Jemison went back to 
Albany as a young woman, after. a ' 
buabanc:l died. 1be white aettlen or 
town said her lndl,m baby WU not Wel 
come there although she could stay. Rather 
than live up her child. she returned to live 
with her Seneca family. Her second 
huaband was a chief and they raised a 
large family. Today she has many descen
dants among the Six Nations people. 

Our Mary Jamieson. the teacher, 
two sisters and a brother who were al 
teachers on the Six Nations Rese 
Jamieson School in Ohsweken is nam 
after em. 


