Program helps natlve youth stay in

This spring  17-year-old
Tammy General said she would
never go back to school.

Now after participating in a
work program for potential
dropouts, she plans to go to col-
lege so she can get a job working
with children.

Tammy is one of eight native
students in the seven-week Work
Experience
| Workshop funded by the fed-
eral government and run by the
Pine Tree Native Centre.

The government also funds
the program in several other
local communities.

“I was on the verge of quitting
school,” she says. “I thought it
was a waste of time. But after I
was in here for a couple weeks
I realized I needed more educa-
tion to go on to do what I want

to do.”
. Got job

With the help of the program, ¢

Tammy got a job at the day camp
in Ohsweken. She hopes the ex-
perience will help her get a job
there next summer, too.

Co-ordinator Lana Johnson
says the program offers students
with low self-esteem, financial
troubles or drug and alcohol
problems “an idea of what the
work force is like” through job
placements

Nancy Hill, dxrector of the
Pine Tree Centre, , 52ys a recent
survey showed “a very high
dropout rate with the native
kids” — which makes the pro-
gram particularly important for
native students.

‘Along with work experience,
ﬁp students attend classroom
.mniom one day a week. They
learn about setting career goals,
i riting resumes and other skills

b-,help them succeed in the
mkbrce.
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Lynda McNabb directs Tammy General in performing Heimlich "E:t’my‘l‘-‘olu
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“I wouldn't want to do it all
the time because it's a bit
bl;:rlnx.' said the 15-year-old
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