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OHSWEKEN - For the third consecu- the Jay Treat¥. It was signed into law ig-
tive year it has been my privilege to be the April, 19'l8, by U.S. President Calvi& 
ptilaywnp · ght fitorLasttbe annualtheSti~xtl Naftithons Nlaa- Coolidge. 

ve agean · year e O e P Y 'lbe IDLA decided that a celebration for: 
presented was The New Beginning. It thi 
chronicled the founding of the Six Nations s great victory was in order. The first 
Indian Reserve on the banks of the Grand Free Bonier Crossing Celebration was 
River after untold ages south of the Great held in July, 1928 across the bridge at Ni-
Lakes. I say untold ages bec&use parts of agara Falls. This is where sonte of the Bap-
our oral tradition, in the native languages, tists from the Medina Church on the Six 
refer back to the time of a Great Deluge Nations Indian Reserve had been ret\ased 
or Flood. That's really going back a long entry to the U.S. earlier in the lVJOs. Dele-
way. gates used to go to week-long revival meet-

The year before that we told the story ings at the Cattaraugas, Tonawanda and 
of Tecumseh, the Shawnee war chief who Tuscarora Indian Reservations near Nia
died ftghting the Americans who were at- gar&· Falls and Buft'alo, N .Y. Sometimes 
tacking southern Ontario. After the British they were allowed to cross and sometimes 
regular soldiers ran away from this battle they were turned back. It depended on the 
which took place near Chatham, chief Te- whim of the immigration offlcers. 
cumseh's troops inflicted enough damage · The Free Border Crossing Celebration 
on the Americans to make them go back has become an annual event Lat.er the Six 
to Detroit. You could say Tecumseh died Nations Pageant was started by the IDLA 
saving southern Ontario from the Ameri- to show in story, song and pageantry the 
cans. Did you ever read this in any history glorious history of the Six Natlom. What 
book? There should be a monument to him the rustic setting at the Forest 'lbeatre 
at least as tall as the one for General Brock lacks in comfort, we hope will be: made up 
at Queenston. ln atm ere and au · 

This year, the subject of the Six Nations 
eant is the Fighting Tuscarora, Chief 

int.on Rickard. Chief Rickard was one of 
the foupding members of ithe Indian 

efense League of America. Thro~ the 
ft'orts of the IDLA and Chief Rickard, this 

border between the U.S. and Canada was 
opened to allow North American natives 
to cross. The Jay Treacy of 1794 had 
guaranteed the right of N9rth -American 
natives to cross the border with their pas
sessions. This was also written Into the 
Treat¥ of Ghent which ended the War of 
1812. 

However, by the 1920s North American 
natives were being turned away at ihe 
border by Department . of Immigretion Qf
ficials who were practising racial discrimi
nation. They med immigration laws which 
had been passed to keep out Orientals. 

Through an intensive campaign of letter 
writing and making speeches the remark

le Chief Rickard was able to ·get enough 
port to ha~ a bill passed through the 

US. Congress. 'lbis bill eave back the right 
cross the border accorded to natives 


