
Manitoba's Elijah H~er 
wtu':e~~leve~= ~lcf/fo tru--e nat1·v· e-~p-,-,.Lam· a new native hero to co along ,-------41 , __ ,..,. 
with such glant.s ~ Tucumseh ...._..,._ ... 
and Thayendanegea (Joseph Our Town · 
Brant> In native history. The George ··i f~ ::;~ 1 I 
man I refer to la NDP MLA Ell- Beaver ,: - ,, 
jab Harper. The NDP before his · ~ · ~~i 
name refers to the New . 
Democratic Part, and the MI.A Elijah went home and later 
meana he was elected to the became chief of hls band. In 
Manitoba leglalature. In the tu- 1981 he became the f1l'lt tl'Nty 
tore be may be called the killer Indian to be elected to the pro­
of the Meech Lue Accord. vlnclal legislature. He WU re-

Mr. Harper was born one elected in 1982 and even •iwd 
winter day 41 years ago in ln Howard Pawley'• cabinet. He 
nothem Manitoba. Bia father, was preparing himself for hla 
Allen, and mother, Ethel destb~. 
Harper, were out on their trap- About 10 years ago, he was 
line worldDI at their traditional one of the chiefs who went to 
livelihood. Eventually there London to ask the Queen to 
were 13 brotbera and alaters 
and Elijah WU railed by his 
~ta. He was taught 
tlie old spiritual teachings ol 
his people by them and these 
would later stand him In &ood 
ltead. 

At the age ol eJcht he was 
aent away to a boarding school 
where for elcht more unhappy 
ye.an the school tried to tum 
him Into a young white man. He 
returned home to take up trap. 
Pinc but found he was not 
trained for that kind of work. 
He could see how the white 
,iociety wu grlnding down his 
people and he decided to flcht -k. To help his people he 
would need an education. so he 
'went back to school. Mr. Harper 
eventually made It to the Uni­
versity of Manitoba. With other 
students, such as Phil Fontaine, 
he helped found a native asso­
ciation. They forced the engin­
eering students to apologize for 
a satirical newspaper that had 
nothing In it but pictures of 
drunken Indians. There was en-
ough racism around without 

l 

make sure the lndlgenoua 
people were treated at least as 
fairly In the new constitution as 
the so-called "founding races." 
In 1982 when the Queen came 
to Ottawa for the algnlnc cere­
mony Elijah Harper refused his 
invitation to attend. 

All the native people cot In 
the constitution wu an unde­
flned suarantee in Section 35 
of "exlstinl treaty and aborigi­
nal rlehta." For the next ftve 
yean, until 1887, the First Mln­
bters caneentrated on protec:t­
lnc the status quo and then 
blaming native leadera for~ 
moving." 

In 1887 the ce>called Meech 
Lake Accord was drawn up In 
secret with not just the natives, 
but with all ordinary Canadi­
ans. on the outside looking ln. 
Then they waited for Mulraaey • 

to decide \\'hen to roll the diee 
for the final time. 

Ethel Blondin, a native M-.a­
ber of Parliament frQm Can­
ada's north, cried the night lt 
appeared that the way ~ 
been cleared for the passage or. 
the accord. Its passage wouf4 
have been an affront to 
native In Canada who wants 
feast the same amowit ol ~ 
Into the way he or she.lives u 
all others In Canada. 'Ibara 
Harper bloclred Its pusece. 

And that's why be lhould 1M 
regarded u a true natl¥tt 

tri 


