Exhibit walks through native

Although
feet, it also reflected the native
le’s way of life and ac-
their beliefs.
- Because of the temperate
Northwest coast wore soft-
soled moccasins decorated
" with clan or tribe emblems.

Wayne Roper,

Working on the shoe exhibit are (right to left): Adrienne Monture,

Woodlandmuseum administrative assistant; Judy Harris, Wood-

land assistant curator; Jonathan Walford, Bata Shoe
curator; and, Ada Hopkins, Bata conservator.

were also the first nations to
step into colonial politics.

In some areas, due to cli-
mate and treacherous moun-
tain land, the Indians were
forced to live a nomadic life in
order to seek food.

The Plains people, as they
were known, adopted their own
design which varied between
the minimal of abstract floral
and geometric patterns.

Unequalled to these people
was the side-seamed moccasin
made of one piece of material
(deerskin or moosehide) folded
around the foot and stitched
along one side.

The buffalo hunters wore a
two-piece constructed shoe,

useum

rather than a moccasin, that
was made from tough rawhide
soles attached to soft tanned
uppers. They also used beads
and porcupine quills to design
reflections of natural objects
and ritual beliefs.

Natives of the southwest
were inclined to be farmers
and skilled workers because of
the desert-like region they in-
habited.

Although their native craft-
manship  benefited their
growth (in weaving, pottery and
silversmithing), they also
raised sheep and goats. The
hostile environment indicated
that they had to wear a style of
footwear that protected the foot




and leg. Typical was the boot
with a hard, turned-up sole at-
tached to a deerskin upper that
wrapped around the leg.

. Coloring, extracted from nat-
ural materials, mainly the
earth, plants and animals, were
added as a decorative style to
the footwear.

. In each case the soft soled
shoe or moccasin was benefi-
cial in quietly stalking game.

~ Although native footwear
survived the transition of the
European people, many art
forms and cultural traditions
were drummed out of exist-
ence. Native footwear survived
the stitches of outside in-
fluences. Moccasins were sewn
together using new concepts
and man-made materials and
escaped the threads of manu-
facturing.

Today true moccasins are
hand sewn, hand beaded and
manufactured with pride. True
native footwear was enhanced
by the European influence but
no shoe today can match the
authenticity or beauty of native
footwear.

A belief among the natives
is that Mother Earth guides her
people throughout the walk of
life, so do the Indian women of
our nation. They are re-
sponsible for maintaining
traditions.

Their responsibility for pre-

paring materials for sewing and
decorating tribal dress and

moccasins is acknowledged by -

the fact that The Bata Shoe
Museum attributes In The
Steps  of Our Ancestors to
generations of native women.

The exhibition reflects th
changes that continue to'akc:
the lives of native people. More
:g:‘pqrta?tly, tg shows their de-

mination nal -
ture alive. e ¢

The Bata Shoe Museum ha
collected a comprehensl;::
array of North American foot-
wear from pre-Columbian
(18401919) sandals to modern
award-winning moccasins from
the Decorated Moccasin com-

petition that the Bata Shoe
Museum sponsored in 1087,
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