Archeologists’ version of histo

OHSWEKEN — Last week I hap-
pened to run into Rick Sanderson, one
of the teachers at J.C. Hill School in
Ohsweken. He gave me an article from
a magazine which he- thought would
interest me. He was right.

It was about the issue of what
should be done when farmers and
builders turn up the skeletal remains
of people from ancient native cemeter-
ies. At one time all sorts of indignities
were heaped’ on them, such os being
put on public display. Now the remains
of native people receive a measure of
protection. "Since 1978 archeologists
here in Ontario have been following a
provincial protocol.

When Indian remains are dug up,
whoever owns the land must negotiate
with the nearest native band as to
whether to leave the bones in place,
to rebury them somewhere else, or to
store them for a later decision.

Most Indian leaders now demand
reburial as soon as possible. This does
not sit well with some archeologists
and physical anthropologists. Scien-
tists often seem to think they know
what’s best for everyone.
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In the article, from the University
of Western Ontario’s Alumni Gazette,
the white academics raised several ob-
jections. One of the arguments is that

modern Indian bands have very little

blood relationship with ancient na-
tives for whose bones they have re-
sponsibility. Michael Spence, an
archeologist in the anthropology de-
partment at UWO, claimed that there
was no blood link between the Oneida,
who now live near London, and the
prehistoric Neutral people whose
bones are found there. This statement
is wrong, as I will show.

He further ‘claimed  that the
Neutrals died out around 1650 at the
hands of the Oneida and other Six Na-

tions people who conquered southern
Ontario at that time. This is standard
Canadian textbook history which com-
bines one wrong statement with ops
correct statement.

Mr. Spence kept putting his foot i
it by saying that the Oneida an
Neutrals had very different burial and
other cultural practices. He then made
the astounding claim that the Oneida
“were responsible for putting them in
the ground in the first place.” I can
only hope that he knows more about
his chosen field than about Slx Natlms
history.

It is a well-known fact ﬁlat tbe
Neutral nations, the Petun (Tobacco)
nations and the Huron (Wyandot) Con-
federacy who occupied southern On-
tario were all Iroquoian-speaking
people. The Huron language is very
similar to Mohawk and Oneida and, in
fact, they share some of the sme‘
words.

The culture was almost idenﬂcal*
among all Iroquoians. They all lived
in Longhouse villages and were
farmers who grew such vegetables as
corn, beans and squash. They even
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shared the same rehgxon We, on the °
Six Nations reserve, know this because
remnants of 'I‘utelo,Indian ceremonies
are still alive today in the rituals of
the Longhouse religion. Some of the
elders can even tell you which families

still carry the blood of this Neutral In--

dian nation. Some of the Nanticokes,
another Neutral nation, were also
adopted by one of the Six Nations. I
don't know why he thinks that their
cultural practices were different.
Maybe he read that in some other
white man’s book.

As for who was responsible for their
demise, it was European diseases for
which they had no immunity. My own
nation, the Tuscaroras, was almost
wiped out. Even a casual reading of
native history will turn up many cases
of villages that had a 100 per cent mor-
tality rate. Not one baby was left
‘breathing. The New World natives lost
about 17 million people, according to
‘studies by the Berkeley Group.

~After they were decimated by dis-
ease the Hurons, Petuns (Pay-toons)

‘and Neutrals were invaded by the Six
‘Nations but they were not “put in the

ground” by them as Mr. Spence so deliq
cately put it. Some who chose not tol
fight were adopted ‘as mentioned
before and hundreds simply moved out
of the disputed area. The Six Nations
were invading to stop the fur trade
from flowmg down the waterways to
the French in Quebec. By their inva-
sion they diverted the furs through'
their territory to the British. They weri
not trying to simply put others “unde;
the ground »

Most Hurons today are called Wy-;
andots. Some old books call them Wen-
dats (woan-dots). There are Wyandots
in Michigan, Wisconsin and as fag
south as'Oklahoma. I met two last w
from Huron Village in Quebec.
are 'making contact with othe
Iroquoian people to revitalize their na-
tive culture. L 8

Our Town is an Expositor feature which
provides a forum for news and ;l;ws from
some of the smaller centres in rngbp.«
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